John P. Kenney, D.D.S., M.S.
Diplomate, American Board of Forensic Odontology
101 South Washington
Suite 114

Park Ridge, IL 60068-4290
847,/698.2088
frnscdds@aol.com

March 13, 1999

Commander, PERSCOM
Department of the ARMY
TAPC-PED-F

Attention Ms. Liz Tate
CMAOC

2461 Eisenhower

Hoffman Building! Rm 984
Alexandria, VA 22331-0480

RE: CILHI 1988-038-1-01
Lt Col Earl Pearson HOPPER 526-60-4263
REFNO 0981

Dear Ms. Tate:

The above captioned file arrived in my office via Federal Express on 2/25/99. The file
concerns the ioss of an F4D Phantom Aircraft on 10 January 1968 ovet Son La Province of
North Vietnam. The pilot, Capt Hall was able to safely eject and was later captured. He was
released during Operation Homecoming in 1973. Lt. Col HOPPER was not seen to safely
eject from the aircraft by either Capt Hall or other members of his flight.

In 1993 the first of three investigatory efforts for REFNO 0981 were undertaken. They
occurred in November of 1993, March of 1995, and October of 1995. Based upon the
October 1993 investigation, the site was correlated with REFNO 0981. In January of 1997
the first excavation of the site occurred by a joint US/S.R.V. team. Bone fragments were
recovered by the team and also two fragments were turned over by a local villager. In March
and April 1997 additional excavation recovered two human teeth and some bone and crew
related items. In November of 1897 three additional teeth some bone fragments and crew
related items were recovered, In late February and early Pharch of 1998 additionai bone
fragments were recovered. Finally in November of 1998 the site was compieted and closed.
Only crew related items were found during the last operation.

REPORT CONTINUES ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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All of the remains and items recovered were consolidated as CILHI 1998-039-1-01.
Anthropological analysis is consistent with a non-Asian/Mongoloid individual. Odontological
analysis and comparison of antemortem and postmortem radiographs as well as the written
dental records support the identification of the remains to a high degree of scientific
certainty as Lt Col Hopper.

Review of the associated message traffic concerning the recoveries, as well as the
investigation of the crew related items and the above mentioned scientific analysis in my
professional opinion all support the recommendation of Dr. Holland that the remains
recovered during the above mentioned scientific excavations and accessioned as CILHI
1998-039-1-01 be identified as Lt Cof Earl Pearson HOPPER 526-60-4263.

Thank you for aliowing me to be of assistance in this case.

1998-039




LOWELL J. LEVINE, D.D.S.
240 Bentwood Court West
Albany, N.Y. 12203
(518) 452-8830

March 9, 1999

Ms. Liz Tate
CDRPERSCOM
TAPC-PED-F

Room 984

2461 Eisenhower Avenue

‘Alexandria, VA 22331-0482

Re: CILHI 1998-039-1-01

Dear Ms. Tate,

It has been recommended that the above case be identified as Lt Col Eari P. Hopper, Jr., 526-60-
4263, USAF.

This case involves the loss of an F-4D aircraft. There were two crew members aboard however one
individual was able to eject from the siricken aircraft. He was captured and subsequently repatriated.
It appears that no dental or skeletal material recovered was lost by him in the incident which is
known as REFNO 0981. The scene was processed on five separate occasions and all recovered
evidence is carried under the above case number.

Comparison of antemortem radiographs with post mortem fadiographs of recovered dental evidence
reveals numerous similar individual characteristics both of dental restorations and tooth morphology.
One tooth, although not radiographed antemortem, is consistent with a dental chart showing its
antemortern status. '

It is my opinion that the antemortem and post mortem radiographs were taken on the same
individual, and that individual is Colonel Hopper.

G T
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Michael Finnegan, Ph.D., D.A.B.F.A.
Forensic Anthropological Consultants
3204 Claflin Road '
Manhattan, Kansas 66503
(785).532-4982
(785) 537-7714
FAX (785) 532-6978

28 February 1999

CDR, PERSCOM

Attn: Ms. Liz Tate
TAPC-PED-F

2461 Eisenhower Avenue
Room 984, Hoffman Bldg. 1
Alexandria, VA 22331-0482

Dear Sir: ‘

I received, on 26 February 1999, reviewed and evaluated the enclosures supporting the
identification of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 as the remains of Lt Col Earl Pearson Hopper,
Jr., 526-60-4263, U. S. Air Force.

Comments: This identification rests on the radiographic match between the dental
remains of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 and the antemortem radiographs and dental records
of Lt Col Hopper. This is supported by the incident report and circumstantial evidence,

Recommendation: Based on my review of the material presented, I recommend that

the remains designated as CILHI 1998-039-1-01 be identified as Lt Col Earl Pearson
Hopper, Jr., 526-60-4263, U. S. Air Force.

=

lfb(,;/ﬂwp ' /Wl,w@rw——

Michael Finnegdn




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWAIL
310 WORCHESTER AVENUE
HICKAM AFB, HAWAII 96853-5530

TAPC-PED-H-LAB (638-2) ‘ 23 February 1999
MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Total Army Personnel Command,

ATTN: TAPC-PEZ, Alexandria, VA 22331-0480
SUBJECT: Proposed Identification of CILHI 1998-039-1-01
1. Forwarded for action is the case file to support the identification of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 as
Lt Col Earl Pearson HOPPER, Jr.; 526-60-4263; U.S. Air Force. Please advise this office of

the board's decision and provide disposition instructions.

2. Documents contained in the case file are for official use only. Appropriate safeguards
should be employed to insure privacy.

3. Point of contact is Dr. Thomas D. Holland, (808) 448-8032.

Encl
CILHI Case File




TAPC-PED-H-LAB (638-2) 5 February 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii

SUBJECT: Proposed Identification of CILHI 1998-039-1-01

1. Background and Acquisition

a. On 10 January 1968, 1Lt Earl P HOPPER, Jr., and Capt Keith N. Hall were part of a
four-aircraft MIG Combat Air Patrol over Hanoi, North Vietnam. Shortly before reaching
their intended target area of the Hoa Loac airfield, the members of the flight observed an
enemy surface-to-air missile detonate slightly below Capt Hall’s F-4D Phantom. The flight
leader advised Capt Hall and 1Lt HOPPER that their aircraft was on fire, to which Capt Hall
radioed back that they were ejecting. Captain Hall then advised 1Lt HOPPER to eject. When
no response was heard, Capt Hall repeated “Earl get out!” Lieutenant HOPPER then replied
“I’ve pulled on it and it [the ejection seat] did not go,” followed by “you go!” Captain Hall
then pulled his primary ejection handle but it failed to initiate, forcing him to use the alternate.

During this time the other members of the flight observed the aircraft break into pieces as it
was enveloped by cloud cover. The other members of the flight gave conflicting accounts of
what happened when the aircraft started to break apart, and it could not be established as to
whether 1Lt HOPPER had been able to exit the aircraft. Conversely, Capt Hall was able to
establish radio contact with the flight while he was descending in his parachute and before his
subsequent capture by enemy forces. In his debriefings following his release in 1973 during
Operation Homecoming, Capt Hall indicated that he had never received any information
concerning the possible capture of 1Lt HOPPER. The incident was designated REFNQO 0981
and Lt Col HOPPER (having been promoted while in an MIA status) currently is carried in the
status of presumed Killed In Action.

b. On 11 November 1993 a joint U.S./Socialist Republic of Vietnam (S.R.V.) investigative
team traveled to Son La Province (west of Hanot) and interviewed two local informants who
supplied information about a crash of a U.S. aircraft which probably correlates to REFNO
0981. The team was told that one of the pilots had parachuted from the aircraft and had been
captured. A burned fragment of helmet and part of a personal parachute were found some years
later at the crash site. The wreckage subsequently was scavenged for scrap metal. One of the
informants told the team that he had at one time had possession of a bone fragment from the
crash site, but that the fragment had long since been lost. The team was unable to survey the
crash site due to its remote location and the limited amount of time remaining during the
mission.

c. On 4 and 5 March 1995 another joint U.S./S.R.V. team traveled to Son La Province to
investigate REFNO 0981. The team interviewed a third informant who provided information
consistent with that acquired in 1993 during the initial investigation. The informant then led the
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teamn to the purported crash site. No wreckage or other evidence of an aircraft crash was
found.

d. On 19 October 1995 another joint U.S./S.R.V. team traveled to a remote village in Son
La Province and interviewed a fourth informant who was able to lead the team to an aircraft
crash site. The team found numerous small fragments of aircraft wreckage which were
consistent with the crash of an F-4 Phantom with at least one crewman on board. Given that
the crash site was within 4 kilometers of the recorded loss location for Lt Col HOPPER, the
Q{:e was tentatively correlated to REFNO (0981,

e. From 6-23 January 1997 a joint U.S./S.R.V. team excavated the crash site surveyed in
1995. The team recovered several bone fragments amid aircraft wreckage and crew-related
items. In addition, a local villager turned over to the team, two bone fragments that he claimed
to have recovered from the site. The team was unable to complete the excavation due to time
constraints. The remains were escorted to Hanoi by a Vietnamese member of the team where
they were examined during the 40" Joint Forensic Review (JFR) and selected for repatriation to
the United States. The remains were turned over to U.S. custody at Noi Bai Airport in Hanoi
on 10 March 1997 in Box 3 (of 6 boxes). Box 3 was received at the CILHI on 11 March 1997
and its contents were accessioned as CILHI 0017-97.

f. From 12 March through 12 April 1997 another joint U.S8./5.R.V. team continued the
excavation begun the previous January. The team recovered two human teeth and a possible
bone fragment as well as additional crew-related items. The team once again suspended the
recovery due to time constraints. The remains were taken to Hanoi where the 41 JFR selected
them for repatriation to the United States. The remains were released into U.S. custody on 20
May 1997 at Noi Bai Airport in Box 1 (of 7 boxes). Box 1 was received at the CILHI on 21
May and its contents were accessioned as CILHI 0028-97.

g. Effective 1 January 1998 the CILHI adopted a revised accession numbering system.
Consequently, the accessions designated CILHI 0017-97 and CILHI 0028-97 were redesignated
CILHI 1997-017 and CILHI 1997-028, respectively.

h. From 9-30 November 1997 another joint U.S./S.R.V. team continued the excavation
suspended in April. The team recovered three additional teeth and several fragments of bone.
Also found were additional crew-related items. The team was unable to close the recovery site
in the time allotted. The remains were taken to Hanoi where they were examined during the
44" JFR and selected for repatriation to the United States. The Viethamese government
released the remains to U.S. officials in Box 4 (of 7 boxes) at Noi Bai Airport on 13 January
1998. Box 4 was received at the CILHI on 16 January 1998 and its contents were accessioned
as CILHI 1998-005.
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i. From 24 February through 14 March 1998 another joint U.S./S.R.V. team continued the
site recovery. The team recovered additional fragments of bone and additional crew-related
items. Once again, the team was unable to complete the recovery in the time allowed for the
mission. The remains were taken to Hanoi where the 45™ JFR selected them for repatriation to
the United States. The remains were released to U.S. officials in Box 3 (of 5 boxes) at Noi Bai
Airport on 21 April 1998. The contents of Box 3 were accessioned on 22 April 1998 as CILHI
1998-039.

j. From 9-22 November 1998 a joint U.S./S.R.V. team completed the excavation of the
crash site believed to be associated to REFNO 0981. No additional remains were found,
although the team did recover additional crew-related items.

2. Summary of Findings

a. The location of the recovery is within 4 kilometers of the recorded location of Lt Col
HOPPER’s loss. Analysts from the Joint Task Force—Full Accounting state that the recovered
wreckage and crew-related items identify the crash site as that of an F-4C or F-4D which
crashed with at least one crewman on board at the time of impact.

b. Analysis of CILLHI 1997-017 revealed that no human remains were present in that
accession. Conversely, analysis indicated that CILHI 1997-028, CILHI 1998-005, and CILHI
1998-039 all contained human remains. For analytical and administrative purposes, these
accessions were consolidated as CILHI 1998-039. Analysis of the combined accessions
suggests that these remains represent at least one adult male who experienced perimortem
trauma consistent with that commonly seen in aircraft crashes. While no definitive assessment
of race was possible, given the paucity and condition of the remains; the overall size and
robusticity of several of the fragments suggest that they probably are not those of an indigenous
Southeast Asian Mongoloid. Based on these findings, the accession number was amended to
CILHI 1998-39-1-01 to reflect that the remains represent a single individual (the sub-designation
“I-01” indicates one individual).

c. Odontological analysis of the teeth indicate that two of the five (#18 and #19) exhibit
restorations that clearly match antemortem radiographs for Lt Col HOPPER. Two of the
remaining three teeth (#11 and #29), while unrestored, nevertheless exhibit morphological
characteristics that also are consistent with Lt Col HOPPER’s antemortem radiographs. The
remaining tooth fragment (#8) appears unrestored; a finding consistent with the antemortem
records for Lt Col HOPPER. (The antemortem radiographs for Lt Col HOPPER do not include
any views of #8 thus precluding a radiographic comparison.) In addition, four of the five teeth
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exhibit chipping and fracturing consistent with, though not exclusive to, that resulting from an
aircraft crash.

3. Conclusion

Available evidence suggests that Lt Col HOPPER died in Son La Province at, or near, the
crash site of his F-4D Phantom. Wreckage recovered from the F-4 Phantom crashsite located
within 4 kilometers of the recorded loss of Lt Col HOPPER’s aircraft indicates that at least one
crewman was on board the aircraft at the time of impact. Skeletal fragments are consistent
with those of at least one adult male who experienced perimortem trauma. Four teeth
recovered from amid the wreckage match the antemortem dental radiographs of Lt Col Earl P.
HOPPER, Jr. The fifth tooth is consistent with Lt Col HOPPER’s written dental records.
These findings, combined with the available circumstantial evidence, lead to the conclusion that
CILHI 1998-039-1-01 represents the remains of Lt Col HOPPER.

4. Recommendation

Based on the results of laboratory analysis, wreckage analysis, and on the circumstantial
evidence made available to me, I recommend that CILHI 1998-039-I-01 be identified as:

Lt Col Earl Pearson HOPPER, Jr.; 526-60—4263; 7.8, Air Force

Ti=

THOMAS D. HOLLAND

23 Encls Scientific Director
1.  Process-Verbal, Handing Over Remains of US Personnel; did March 10th, 1997
2. Process-Verbal, Handing Over Remains of US Personnel; dtd May 20, 1997
3. Process-Verbal, Handing Over Remains of US Personnel; dtd January 13, 1998
4.  Process-Verbal, Handing Over Remains of US Personnel; dtd April 21, 1998
5.  Forensic Odontology Report: CILHI 1998-039-1-01; dtd 29 January 1999
6.  Dental Photographs: CILHI 1998-039-1-01 (x11)
7. Forensic Anthropology Report: CILHI 1998-039-I-01; dtd 26 January 1999
8.  Skeletal Photograph: CILHI 1998-039-I-01
9, MSG CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 221026Z NOV 93, Subj: Field Investigation

Report: Case 0981
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.

MSG CDR ITF-FA, 292213Z MAR 94, Subj: Detailed Report of Investigation of Case
0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 2118487 NOV 95, Subj: Detailed Report of Investigation of Case
0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 191000Z DEC 95, Subj: Analysis of Material Evidence Associated
with Case 0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 180702Z JAN 96, Subj: Correction of Detailed Report of
Investigation of Case 0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 281903Z FEB 97, Subj: Detailed Report of Excavation for Case
0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 071851Z MAY 97, Subj: Detailed Report of Excavation for Case
0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 100712Z JUN 97, Subj: Analysis of Material Evidence Associated
with Case 0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 051818Z JAN 98, Subj: Detailed Report of Excavation of Case
0981

MSG CDR JTF-FA, 201851Z APR 98, Subj: Detailed Report of Excavation of Case
0981

Search and Recovery Report, 1999/CIL/001; dtd 20 January 1999

Inventory of Artifacts: CILHI 1998-039; dtd 26 January 1999

Photographs of Artifacts (x2)

Relevant Antemortem Dental Records

DD Form 1300, Report of Casualty; dtd 15 Jul 82




PROCESS - VERBAL
HANDING OVER REMAINS OF US PERSONNEL

Proceeding from the humanitarian policy and good-will of the Government of

~ the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, on March 10th, 1997, at the Noi Bai International

Airport, the Representative of the Viet Nam Office for Seeking Missing Personnel

handed over to the Representative of the US MIA Office in Ha Noi 03 (three) sets of

remains contained in 03 (three) boxes . These remains were recovered during the 44th

Joint Field Activities taking place from January 06th to January 31st, 1997 and
presumably associated with US servicemen missing during the war in Viet Nam.

The US Representative has received all the above-mentioned remains and
appreciated the humanitarian policy and good-will of the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam.

Hanoi, March 10th, 1997

FOR THE US SIDE FOR THE VIETNAMESSE SIDE

N0 dd

LTC. JONATHAN P. CHASE PHAM VAN QUE
COMMANDER US MIA OFFICE DIRECTOR OF VNOSMP




g PROCESS - VERBAL
HANDING OVER REMAINS OF US PERSONNEL

On May 20th, 1997, at the Noi Bai Internationa! Airport, the Representative
of the Vietnam Office for Secking Missing Personnel (VNOSMP) handed over to the
Representative of the US MIA Office in Ha Noi 07 (scven) sets of remains contained
in 07 (seven) boxes . These remains, presnmbly associated with US servicemen
missing doring the war in Victnam, were recovered during the 45th Joint Field
Activities taking place from March 12th to April 12th, 1997.

The U.S Represcntative received all the above-mentioned remains and
| appreciated the humanitarian policy and good-will of the Government and the people
P of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Hanoi, May 20, 1997

FOR THE US SIDE FOR THE VIETNAMESE SIDE

P. CHASE PHAM VAN QUE
COMMANDER, U3 MIA OFFICE DIRECTOR, VNOSMP
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] PROCESS - VERBAL
HANDING OVER REMAINS OF US PERSONNEL

On January 13, 1998, at the Noi Bai International Airport, the
Representative of the Vietnam Office for Seeking Missing Personnel
(VNOSMP) handed over to the Representative of the US MIA Office in Ha Noi
07 (seven) sets of remains contained in 07 (seven) boxes . These remains,
presumbly associated with US servicemen missing during the war in Vietnam,
were recovered during the 48th Joint Field Activities taking place from
November 8th to December 6th, 1997. :

The U.S Representative received all the above-mentioned remains and
appreciated the humanitarian policy and good-will of the Government and the
people of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Hanoi, January 13, 1998

FOR THE US SIDE FOR THE VIETNAMESE SIDE

VU KHAC NHU
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, VNOSMP




PROCESS - VERBAL
HANDING OVER REMAINS OF US PERSONNEL

On April 21, 1998, at Noi Bai International Airport, the Representative
of the Vietnam Office for Secking Missing Personnel (VNOSMP) handed over
to the Representative of the US MIA Office in Ha Noi 05 (five) sets of
remains contained in 05(five) boxes . These remains-- presumbly associated
with US servicemen missing during the war in Vietnam according to joint
Vietnamese-US forensic examination—- were recovered and/or turned over(by
Vietnamese individual) during the 49th Joint Field Activities taking place from
February 17th to March 21th, 1998.

The U.S Representative received all the above-mentioned remains and
appreciated the humanitarian policy and good-will of the Government and the
people of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. :

Hanoi, April 21, 1998
FOR THE US SIDE FOR THE VIETNAMESE SIDE

Pt

. JOHUN J.XELLY NGUYEN BA HUNG
ER, UY MIA OFFICE DIRECTOR, VNOSMP
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FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY REPORT: CILHI 1998-039-1-01

U.S. ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWAII
29 January 1999 |

BACKGROUND AND ACQUISITION

Three of five joint U.S./Socialist Republic of Vietnam search and recovery teams recovered
human remains from a crash site believed to be associated with REFNO 0981. The case
involves the 10 January 1968 loss of an F-4D aircraft with two individuats on board, Lt Col
Earl P. HOPPER, Jr., and Capt Keith N. Hall. Captain Hall was captured during the incident,
and subsequently released in 1973 during Operation Homecoming, whereas Lt Col HOPPER is
carried in the status of KIA. Remains and artifacts recovered from each of the five excavations
were accessioned at the CILHI and assigned five separate laboratory case numbers.
Subsequently, the human remains were segregated from the nonhuman material and
consolidated under the case number CILHI 1998-039,

DENTAL REMAINS

The dental remains of CILHI 1998-039 consists of five teeth or portions of teeth in a fair
state of preservation. Four of the five teeth exhibit enamel chipping or fractures that appear to
be perimortem in nature. The remains represent one individual and were redesignated CILHI
1998-039-1-01. The teeth were radiographed at 70kVp and 15 MA for 18/60 seconds with size
2 film, photographed, and are reproduced in Dental Photographs 1 through 6 and 8 through
11. The remains consist of:

. maxillary right central incisor (#8) - facial one-half of the crown

. maxillary left canine (#11) - unrestored, pronounced lingual cingulum

. mandibular left second molar (#18) - restored with an occlusal amalgam

. mandibular left first molar (#19) - restored with a mesial-occlusal-distal amalgam
. mandibular right second premolar (#29) - unrestored

NP LN e

ANTEMORTEM DENTAL INFORMATION

Dental records and radiographs available for comparison and analysis in establishing the
antemortem dental condition of Lt Col HOPPER are listed below. Radiographs are reproduced
in Dental Photographs 7 through 11.

1. Separate photocopy of the front and reverse of Standard Form 603 labeled HOPPER, EARL
PEARSON JR, initiated 10 JUL 1961, with entries from JUL 1961 through OCT 3 1967

2. Envelope labeled Hopper, Earl, dated 12 July 67, containing two bite-wing radiographs

3. Paperboard frame labeled Hopper Earl, dated APR 27 1967 containing two bite-wing
radiographs
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COMPARISON

All dental remains of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 can be associated with Lt Col HOPPER. The
restorative and radiographic features observed in the teeth of CILHI 1998-039-I-01 are
documented in the antemortem dental information for Lt Col HOPPER. Multiple points,
which support the association, include the following:

1. The dental record of Lt Col HOPPER indicates that his maxillary right central incisor (#8)
was present and unrestored. This status is consistent with the tooth #8 crown fragment of
CILHI 1998-039-1-01. Although the lingual enamel is fractured, there is sufficient crown
structure present to determine that restorative treatment was not performed on the mesial,
distal, facial, or incisal surfaces.

2. A radiographic match exists between tooth #11 and #29 of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 and the
corresponding teeth of Lt Col HOPPER. The pronounced lingual cingulum, and the mesial
and distal enamel of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 tooth #11 reveals the same radiopaque pattern as
in the radiograph of tooth #11 for Lt Col HOPPER (Dental Photographs 6, 7, and 8). In
addition, both of the radiographs of tooth #11 display a radiolucent canal space enlargement
located at the cervical one-third of the root. Tooth #29 of CILHI 1998-039-I-01 exhibits a
distinctive occlusal radiographic image that is characteristic to Lt Col HOPPER’s tooth #29.
Three different print densities of the same photograph were made to illustrate the
radiographic match for tooth #29 (Dental Photographs 9, 10, and 11).

3. There are obvious radiographic silhouette matches between the amalgam restorations in
teeth #18 and #19 of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 and the restorations in teeth #18 and #19 of
Lt Col HOPPER (Dental Photograph 8). Furthermore, the SF 603 for Lt Col HOPPER
charts the presence of an occlusal restoration in tooth #18 and also notes the placement of a
mesial-occlusal-distal amalgam in tooth #19 on 12 JUN 67.

OPINION

Based on the radiographic matches of teeth #11, #18, #19, #29, and the consistent
unrestored condition of tooth #8, it is my opinion that the remains designated CILHI
1998-039-1-01 are those of:

Lt Col Earl P. HOPPER, Jr.; 526-60-4263, USAF

L Vol

ROBERT E.TEMPLE
Lieutenant Colonel
U.S. Army Dental Corps
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Dental Photograph 8

Left bite-wing radiograph of Lt Col HOPPER, dated
12 July 1967 (middle) and radiographs of teeth #11, #18,
and #19 of CILHI 1998-039-1-01 (top and bottom)




(onoq) 10-1-6£0-866T THIID IO 6Z# TO0) 3O
ydexsorper pue ‘(doy) L9671 &1nr ZT PUR £96T £Z HIV
Parep UFJJOH 0D Y] Jo sydexSorper Suim-oyiq MEny

6 Uydea3ojoyq [ejusc




- (wonoq) T0-I-6€0-8661 IHILD JO 67# WOOY JO
- ydexdorpes pue ‘(dol) L96] Linr 7T PUR L96] LT ddV
PP “YAddOH 10D 17 Jo syderSorper Suim-a11q 13ny

01 ydeaSojoyq reymeq




 @onoq) T0-16€0-866T THTTID JO 6T# 001 JO
ydesSomer pue ‘(doy) £L967 &inr 2T DU L96T LT ¥V
Parep “YHddOH 10D 11 Jo syderdomper Fuim-aq 130y

11 ydeiojoyg reyusqq

premnm




(]

R |

FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY REPORT: CILHI 1998-039-1-01

U. S. ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWAII
26 January 1999

DESCRIPTION OF REMAINS

The remains designated 1998-039-1-01 consist of five teeth, two of which have restorations
(Forensic Odontology Report); one middle and two distal phalanges of the hand; three
fragments of trabecular bone; two unidentifiable long bone fragments that articulate; and
fifteen cortical fragments of long bone. Twelve of the fifteen fragments were found to
articulate and were reconstructed (i.e., glued together) to form a six-inch long (15cm) portion
of femoral diaphysis (Skeletal Photograph). Two fragments believed to be bone were found to
be non-osseous material when examined under the microscope. These non-osseous fragments
were segregated from the assemblage.

MINIMUM NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS

A minimum of one individual is indicated. There is no apparent duplication of elements.

SEX

Although the cortical bone of the femoral fragment exhibits thinning and erosion, the
proximal end of this fragment is robust and exhibits a degree of development suggestive of a
possible male.

AGE

Developmental morphology and robusticity of the femoral fragment is consistent with
adult.

RACE

Racial affiliation cannot be determined due to the paucity and fragmentary condition of the
remains.
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STATURE

The incomplete and fragmentary nature of the remains precludes an estimation of living
stature.

TRAUMA

The two distal hand phalanges, two unidentifiable postcranial fragments, and one fragment
of trabecular bone are charred, which is consistent with exposure to fire.

The proximal end of the partial femoral diaphysis exhibits perimortem fractures.

OBSERVATIONS

Postmortem fractures and cortical exfoliation are exhibited on many of the femoral
fragments and the dentition exhibits marked erosion of the root structure. In addition, all
elements exhibit adherent and infiltrating soils, suggesting prolonged ground contact.

CONCLUSIONS

The remains CILHI 1998-039-1-01 represent a minimum of one adult individual, possibly
male, whose race and stature could not be determined. Some of the remains exhibit charring
consistent with exposure to high heat. Perimortem fractures are exhibited on the proximal end
of the femoral diaphyseal fragment and are consistent with a rapid deceleration event.

dhect (Lo

C. E. MOORE 11, Ph.D.
Anthropologist
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INFO RUEKJES/JCS WASHDC/7OCICS-P¥-HIAZISS/
RUHRHQB/YSCINCPAC HONGLULU H1//32/034380/7
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC L0 WASHDC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//USDP: RSAY/
RUNVAAR/CORUSAC (L1 KICKAK AFB H1//TAPC-PED-H//
RUCADHW/NSC WASHDC

RUEHE/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/YLC//

RUEA! [AZCIA WASHDC//OEA/SEA/ IB/DDO/EASICOG//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC
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UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 83 BANGKOK TH 43157
UNCLASSEFLED B739 NOV 33

SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORY: CASE B9&!.
REF: CJTFFA, DET ONE: BANGKOK TH, DTG2EA2471 ROV 91

1. REF IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 26TH JOINT FIELD
ACTIVITY CONDUGTED IN WICTHAM FROM 21 OCT T0 16 NOV 33,
PARAGRAPH 3 [BR) OF REF CONCERWS JHE INVESTIGATION OF
CASE 0381, THE \RVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS REPORTED
IN DETAIL WEREIN. THIS REPORT IS BASED OR FIELD
ANALYSIS ALGHE AND S NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL
ARALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS

2. SUHMARY OF IMVESTIGATION: QN 11 NOV 93, IE2
{NVESTIGATED CASE 931 |14 XUAR NIA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU
DISTRICT, SON L& PROVINCE. THIS CASE 1NVOLVES LQSS OF
AR F-49 PILOT YHEN HIS PLANE WAS SHOT DOWN BY A SURFACE-
T0-AIR HISSILE WHILE Ok A CUMBAT AtR PATROL ON 19 JAN
68. THE WEAPON SYSTEHS OFFICER SUCCESSFULLY EJEGTED:
WAS CAPTURED. ARG RETURNED TO THE U.S. DURING
"OPERATIOM HOMECOHING". VEY INTERVIEWED THG WETHESSES
O4E OF THE INDIVIDUALS PROVADED INFORMATION OR A PLAXE
CRASH M SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE. A CREWMAR WAS
ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO BANGI. TRHIS
INFORMATION CORRELATES T0 CASE B381, BOTH WiTHESSES
PROVIDED 1NFCRMATION ON THE DISGOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IR
JUL 77, OHE OF THE THDIVIDUALS ALLEGEDLY FOUND AN
UNIDENTIF {ED BOME FRAGHENT AMONG THE WRTCKAGE. HE
STATED HE LOST THE BOHE SEVERAL YEARS LATER. HE ALSD
FOUNG A HELKET, & PARACRUTE. A PISTOL. AND A SEAT
ACCORDENG TO THE WITNESS: THESE ITEMS WERE GIVEN T0
DISTRICT AUTHORLTIES WO RETURNED THEH TO VILLAGERS,

TYE ITENS WERE REPORTEDLY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE
BY THE VILLAGERS. HEITHER INDIVIDUAL HAD FURTHER
KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS ASSOCIATED MITH
TKES ENGIDENT. THE ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND THE OFFISiAL
INCIDENT LOGATIOK FOR THIS CASE ARE 1M A REMOTE:
HOUNTAINGUS REGIOK, REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR-DAY VALK,
THE ROAD LEADING T0 THE NEAREST VILLAGE (15 KILONEIERS
FROH THE INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0331) WAS FLOODED
THEREFORE. 1£7 &S UNABLE TO COXDUCT SITE SURVEYS. WU.§
PERSONNEL HUST RETURN 70 SO LA PROVINCE TO SURVEY THE
TWO SITES. RECOXMEND THIS CASE FOR REINVESTIGATION,

3 DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

A ON 21 OCT 93. §E2 ARRFVED 14 KANOL 10 BEGIN
THE 26TK JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY. HEMBERS OF THE JOINT
INUESTIGATION TEAH WERE AS FOLLOWS:
{1 4.5, CONTINGENT:

- CPT JAMES M. IyBA (TEAM LEADER)
MSGT ROBERT B. BROOKS (ASSISTANT TEAH LEADER
SFC DARIEL C. ROSS ®EDIC

RUEHBKA 3257 SECTION A1 OF @3 Bh131%
- SSGT KEWMETH €. LACLAIR (LINGUIST/ANALYST)
- SGT VINA 7. PHUNG (LINGUIST/RNALYST)
- 8SG HICHAEL ». EAGLE (SEARCH/RECOVERY SPECIALIST)
- S50 JORH P. SIEGFRIED (SEARCH/RECOVERY SPECIALISD)
- SGT DREW A. PRATER (EOD SPECEALISY)
- {1} VIETNANESE GENTRAL GOVERNHENT CONTINGEXT:

- MR, HA KIN NGOU CHAF KIM NGGCJ) - TEAH LEAOER

- FR. PHAM VRN NGOG (PHAM UAWN NGOCJ)

- MR, LE THAHH LOKG (LEE THANH LONG)

- MR. PHUHG TRONG WANH (PHUNGF TRONGJ HAHH)

- HR. PHAH UAN KHAS PHAHI UAMN KRAIS

- B. X i OCF 93, $E2 HET WITH MEMBERS OF FHE SON
LA PEOPLES COMMITIEE AMD MR. LE VAN NGUONG (LE VAMN
NGUGOHE) , DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF SO LA PROVINCE. HE
EXPLAINED TO THE JOINT TEAH THE PROVINCE YOULD ENSURE

FAVORABLE COMDITIONS WERE GREATED FOR THE IMVESTIGATIONS

AND THAT RDVANGE PREPARATIONS WENT WELL. THE PROVINCE
REPRESEKTATIVE FOR KIA AFFAIRS WAS HR. TRAR TIEN (TRAAKF
TIZENS)

- C. OK 11 KOV 83, IEZ INVESTIGATED CASE A981 IN
XUAN HKA VILLAGE, MOC CHAL DISTRICY, SON LA PROVINCE
{GRD COORDINATES 43QUH742981). THE JOINT TEAH
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INFO RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC/ /0CJCS-PY-MIALIS//

RUAOHQB/USCINCPAC HOROLULY HI//J2/J3/4300//

RUEKJCS/USCINEPAC LO WASHOC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//USOP:RSA//

RUBUARA/CORUSACILEI HYCKA AFB H1//TAPG-PED-H//

RUEADYM/NSC WASHDC

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/ULC//

RUEALIA/CIA WASHDC/ /OEA/SER/IB/DDO/EAS OGS/

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC

BT

UNCLAS SECTION A2 OF 63 BANGKOK TH 43257

UNCLASSIFEED 739 HOV 93

SUBJ; FIELD IMVESTIGATION REPORT: CASE {981

11/08531

INTERVIEWED WR. DINH VAN XUAN (DINH VARN XURAN), A 48
Y0A VILLAGE OFFCIAL. HE PRCVIDED THE FOLLOWING
| HF GRMAT | OM:

- {1 MR, XUAN ¥AS THE DISTRICT MiLITARY
COMHANDER FROH 1978-72. LATE ONE AFTERNCON OK AN
UNKROWE DATE, HE WAS INFORKED BY VILLAGERS FROM XuoN NHA
THAT AN AIRCRAFT HAD CRASHED ON A MOUNTAIN [N THAYY HOA
PROVINGE (NEAR THE HOA BINH - THANM HOA PROVINGIAL
BOUNDARY). WNEM HE WENT ARRIVED AT THE VILLAGE. KILITEA
FORCES WAD CAPTURED A RED-HAIRED CAUCASIAR RALE, v
APPROMEMATELY 1.8 METERS TAL:. HE DID HOT HAVE AWY
HOUNDS, HR. XUAN CHECKED THE PRISQNER'S PERSOMAL
BELONGIHGS AND FOUND A RADIO AND-AEHELMET. THEY LSO
FOUNO A PARACHYTE NEARBY. THE |TEHS WERE GLVEN T0
BISTRICT AUTHORITIES. HR. XUBN 8D NO FURTHER XHOMLEDGE
OF THEIR DISPOSITION. THE PRISONER STAYED AT TA LAO
HAHLET (XUAK HHA VILLAGE) THAT NIGHT. THE MEXT HORNING
HE WAS MOVED TO HOC CHAU DISTRICT HEABQUARTERS AND
EUEKTUALLY TRANSFERRED T0 THE DEFENSE HINISTRY N HAMOI
HR. XGAM COULD NOT PROVIDE ANY FURTHER |NFORMATION ON
THE PRISONER.

- {Z) AFTER SEARCHING FOR THE CRASH SITE FOR
SEVEN YEARS: HR. XUAN (ACCOHPANIED BY APPROXIMATELY 58
VILLAGERS) FOUND PLARE WRECKAGE NEAR A JUNGLE STREAM IN
SOUTHERN SON LA PROVIHCE IN JUL 77, THE LOCATION 18§
ABCUT 25 KILOMETERS SOUTR OF XUAN NHA VILLAGE. ASOUT 58
METERS FRON THE WRECKAGE HE FOUND AEHELMET: A BAD:Y
BURHED PARACHUTE. - ASSEAT/ AAD & PISTOL. THESE ITEHS
WERE GIVER TO DESTRICT AUTRORZYIES, HE HAD 4O FURTHER
KNOWLERGE OF THETR DISPOSITION. THE PLANE MRECKRAGE YAS
RETAINED BY THE VILLAGERS FGR PERSOKAL USE. HR. XUAN
ALSD FOUND A SHALL. UNIDENTIFLABLE BORE FRAGHENT HEAR
THE WRECKAGE. HE TOOK THE BONE WHEM HE LEFT THE SITE

HE (OST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS.LATER. HMR. WUAN HAD HO
FURTRER KNOWLEDGE OF REHAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS
RSSOCIATED WITH THE S!TE. HE YRS ALSO UNABLE TO PROVIDE
INFORWETION O ANY OTHER INCIDENTS THVOLVING U.S
PERSONREL .

- D, THE SECGRD WITHESS WAS MR. DINX VAN PHANE
DDINH VAN PHANH) » A 54 YOA VICE CHAIRHAN OF XUAN HHA
VILLAGE. MR, PHAMN PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING iNFORMATION:
MR. PHANH DID NOT GAIN KNOWLERGE OF THE CRASH SITE IN
SOUTHERM SOM LA PROVIHCE UNTIL 1977, RE AND NUHERGUS
VIiLLAGERS SCAUVENGED THE AREA FOR THREE DAYS. BURNED
RIRCRAFT WRECKAGE WAS STREWN OVER A 700 HETER AREA. A
LARGE PORTION OF THE WRECKAGE APPEARED 70 RAUE BEEK

RUEHBXA 3257 SECTION B2 OF 83 051324
WASHED AWAY. THE HETAL ARD OTHER ITEMS WERE RETAINED
FOR PERSONAL USE. #R. PHANK HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF U.S.
REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS IN THE AREA

- E. THE SITE REPORTED BY THE WITNESSES AND THE
OFEICIAL INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE @381 ARE IN A
REMOTE, HOUNTAINOUS REGION, REQUIRING A THREE-T0-FOUR-
DAY WALK. DUE TO TIHE CONSTRAINTS: [E2 WAS UNABLE 10
SURVEY THE SITES

4. HATEREAL EVIDEWCE: NOKE.

G, SURVEY RESULTS: NONE I(SEE PARAGRAPH IE)

6. RECGMHENDED FUTURE ACTIONS: RECOMMEND THIS CASE FOR
REINVESTIGATION (SEE "ANALYST COMMENTS"i
7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: HONE

5. AREAS OR GASE FILE INFORMATION KOT IKVESTIGATED:
SEE “ANALYST COMMENTS".
9. ANALYST COMMENTS:

- A THE WITHESSES REPORTED THEER INFORMATION IN &
STRAIGKTFORWARD HANNER. ALTHOUGH THE TEAM OBTAINED ONLY
LIKITED INFORMATION ON THE PLANE CRASH [N SOUTHERN SON
LA PROVINGE, THE INCIDENT REPORTED BY MR. XUAN
CORRELATES WiTH GASE 8381, TRE GENERAL LOCATION AND THE
CAPTURE OF AN AIRMAN. AND THE REMAINS FOUND AT THE CRASH
SITE MATCH U.5. DATA ON THIS CASE (SEE PARAGRAPH 3C).
REPORTS FRON THE SURVIVING GREWMAN AS WELL AS OTHER

By

£3157

12789531
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INFO RUEKJCS/ICS ASHDC/ /OCJCS-PY-HIA/IS/

RUNQHQB/USCINCPAC HOKOLULU HI/712/J3/5304//

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LD WASHOC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//USOP: RSA//

RUHVARA/CORUSACILEL HICKAH AFB Hi//TAPC-PED-H//

RUEADWM/NSC WASHRC

RUENC/SECSTATE MASKDC//EAPIVLC/ -

RUEAI 1A/CIA WASHDE/ /0EA/SEA/ 1B/DDO/EA/1COG/ /

RUEKJCS/DEA VASHDC
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UNCLAS SECTION B3 OF 03 SAKGKOK TH 43257

UNCLASSIF IED 739 KoV 93

SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPGRT:  CASE £381.

PILOTS IN THE AREA SHGGEST THE UNACCOUNTED FOR
JNDIVIDUAL DID NOT SUCCESSFULLY £JECT FROM THE AIRCRAFT,
FURTHERMORE, U.S. RECORDS INDICATE CASE 8381 INVOLYES
THE ONLY PLANE CRASY WITHIN 15 KILOMETERS OF THE
ASSOCYATED SIHTE.

- B. DUE TO TIME CONSTRALNTS: 1EZ DID HOT REACH THE
INCIDERT LOCATION FOR CASE B381 OR THE SITE REPORTED BY
THE WITHESSES (SEf PARAGRAPH 3Eb. RECOMHEKD THIS CASE
FOR REINVESTIGATION.

16, SEARGH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: NONE (SEE
FARAGRAPH 3T)

1. TEAH CHIEF COMMEKTS: AGREE WiTH ANALYST'S
COMHENTS, THE LIHETER [HFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE
WITNESSES CORRELATES TO CASE 8381, DUE 70 THE BIFFICULT
TERRAIK AND TIHE CONSTRAINTS: VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS WERE
UNABLE TO ESTASLISH LAMDING IONES NEAR THE ASSOCIATED
SITES. THE REMOTEMESS OF THE LOCATIONS PRECLUBED SITE
SURVEYS DURING THIS JFA (SEE PARAGRAPH 3E1, RECOMMEND
THYS CASE FOR RETNVESTIGATION

B3
§3257

RUEHBKA 3257 SECTION B3 OF B3
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AMALRIATE PRIORITY
3 P 2922131 MAR 94 PSN 438658P34
FrM COR JTF-FA dONDLULU HI

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DE

SECPEF WASHINGTON DC//USDPIRSA// SECSTATE WASHINGTON BCI(EAPIVLCI!
JOIRT STAFF WASHINGYON 0Cs/7 4577 DIA WASHING YON DC

USCINCPAC RONOLULY HI/f7337)30M77 USCINCPAC LO WASRINGTON DC
CJTFEA OET ONE BANGKOK TH CUTFFA DET TWO HANOI

.CIA WASHINGTON OC//OEASSEAS IB/ODOJEA/ICOG//
CORUSACILHI HICKAM AFE HI//TAPC~PEO-H//

JUNCLAS //NO500077
SECTION 01 ©OF 02

AMPN/SUBd s O ETALLED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 09817/

REFJA/NSG/CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH/26Q4291RARSLIY
REF/&/MSE/CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH/221026ZINOV?3//

R¥KS/1« REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 28TH JOINT FIELD
ACTIVLYY CONDUCTED IN VIETNAM FROK 26 FES TO 22 MAR 94.
PARAGRAPH 25 OF REF CONCERNS THE INVESTIGATION OF CASE

Y#41. REF B IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

FROM THE 26TH JFA. THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS
REPORTED IN DETAIL HEREIN. THIS REPORT IS 8ASED ON

FIELD ANALVYSIS ALONE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE

FINAL ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS.

2. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION:z ON 4 AND 5 MAR 94, IE1
INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU
DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE. -THIS CASE INVOLVES LOSS OF
AN F=4D PILOT WHEN HIS PLANE WAS SH0OT DOWN BY A SURFACE-
TO-AIR MISSILE WHILE ON A COMBAT AIR PATROL ON 10 JAN

48. THE WEAPON SYSTEMS OFFICER SUCCESSFULLY EJECTED,

WwAS CARTUREDs AND RETURNED TO THE U.5. DURING

“QPERATION HOMECOMING™. ONE INDIVIDUAL IS UNACCOUNTED
" FOR. IET INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO PROVIDED LINMITED

JI(1)o . INFO FOR USCINCPALC HONOLULU H(3) 0011471771988
J38€1) DO-01-04C1) DODTIis(()
RECALLED/ : ATD:000-000/COPIES200GT
t3ba54/091 1 OF METACOSs 0914042301 2922137 MAR Y4
CSHIHIRAAOGOSY FUR LDMX O93/22:3522Z COR JTF-FA HON
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INFORMATION ON A PLAME CRASH IN SCUTHERN SON LA
PROVINCE. ALLEGEDLY A CREWMAN WAS CAPTURED AND
EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANCL. THIS INFORMATION CORRELATES
TO CASE 0941. THE WITNESS PROVIDED INFORMATION QN THE
OISCOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IN JUL 77. THE SITE KAS SCEN
CONPLETELY SCAVENGED AND THERE ARE MAJOR TRAILS THAY
LEAD TO THE LOCAYION FROM MANY OF THE SURROUNDING
VILLAGES. THE WITKRESS HAD WO KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR
PERCAMAL EFFECTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. IE1
WwAS ABLE TO CONDUCY SITE SURVEYS FOR THE WITHESS .
LOCATION AND THE U-S. RECORD SITE. THE SEARCHES
YIELDPED NO EVIDENCE OF AN AIRCRAFT CRASH, BURLAL SITE.
REMAINS. CR PERSONAL EFFELTS. RECOMMENR THIS CASE Bz
PLACED IN THE PENDING CATEGORY. i

5. OETAILLS OF INVESTISATIONS S .
Aa ON 26 FEB 94, IE1 ARRIVED IN HANOI TO BEGIN
THE 28TH JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY. WHEMBERS OF THE JOINT
PR INVESTIGATION TEAM WERE AS FOLLOWS:
T:ﬁ, eoT JAMES ZUBA CTEAM LEADER)
’ SEC GILLIS TAYLOR CASSISTANT TEAM LEADER)
SGT XENT DUNCAN CANALYST/LINGUIST)
SET CRAIG HARGLIS CANALYST/LINGUIST)
SGT MATTHEW LE (ANALYST/LINGUIST)
S56 RUBERT WILLIAMS (SZARCH AND RECOVERY
SPECIALIST) e e N .
56T MARK ANTAL CSEARCH AND RECOVERY
SPECIALTST) ‘
SEC CLYDE ARNOLD (TEAM NE0IC) .

o $SG RAYMOND NEWAERRY -(EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE
DISPOSAL TECHNICIAN) K R .
VNOSHP TZAM HEMBERS WERE AS FOLLOWS: S

- MR. PHAM TRUONG GIANG (PHANJS TRWONGF GIANG)«
MFy fTeaM LEADER) . o .
MR. PHAN VAN NGOC C(PHAN VAWN NGOCJ), MOD
MR- PHAN DINH LOC CPHAN DINHF L00CJ), MOL
HR.. PHAY VAN KdHAI (PHAMU VAWN KHAIS) . MOD

. MS. NGUYEN THI KIN VINH (NGUYEENX THIJ KIM
YINR), MOI
SON LA FROVINCE TASK TEAM MEMHBERS:Y ‘

MR. NGUYEN VAN THO (NGUYEENX VAWN THOJ) {TEANM
LEADER)
MR. TRAN TIEN (TRAANF TIEENS)

3. ON 3 MAR 94, IE1 WET WITH MEMIERS OF THE SON LA
PEOPLES COMMITTEE ANP HR. LE VAN NGUONG (LE VAUN -~
HGUQONG), DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF SON LA PROVINCE. " HE
EXFLAINES TO THE JOINT VEAM THE PROVINCE wOulp ENSURE
FAVORABLE CONDITIONS WERE CREATED FOR THE
INVESTIGATIONS AND THAT ADVANCE PREPARATIONS WENT WwELL .
THE PROVINCE REPRESENTATIVE FOR “Ia AFFAIRS WAS #R.

43580544091 2 DFf MATAQD9E D91/704:301 2972132 MAR Y4
SN IHGAADDDSY FOR LDMX CeR JTF-FA ﬂGN
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“TRAN TIEN CTRAANF TIEENS)a. - o83 v S
C. ON 4 MAR 94, IET INVESTIGATED CASE DydT IN SAH
NGA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU DYSTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE (GRID
COORDIMATES 48QVUA749826). THE JOIRT TEAM INTERVIEWED
Afke DINH VAN THICHs A 47 YDA LOCAL FABHER. HE PROVIOED
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:Z ,

' €1) MR+ DINH MAS WORKING IN THE FIELDS OMNE
AFTERNOON ON AN UNRECALLED DATYE WHEN HE WAS INFORMED 3Y
SOME VILLAGERS FROM XUAN KHA THAT AN AIRCRAFT HAD
CRASHED ON A NEAREY MOUNTAIN IN THANH HOA PROVINCE .
(NEAR THE HOA BINH ~ THANH HOA PROVINCIAL BOUNDARY).
WHEN HE ARRIVED AT THE VILLAGE, MILITIA FORCES HAD
CAPTURED A REDHATIRED CAUCASIAN MALE. APPROXIMATELY 1.8
HETERS TALL. HE DIP NOT HAVE ANY VISIBLE WOUNDS.. THE
LOCAL MILITIA TOLD HIM THAT THEY ALSO FOUND A PARACHUTE
NEARBY. THE ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES.
4R- DINK MAD NO FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR DISPOSITION.
THE PRISONER STAYED AT TA -LAO HAMLET (XUAN NHA VILLAGE)

... THAT NIGHTS THE NEXT MORNING) HE WAS MOVED TO EOC CHAU

%; DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS AND TEVENTUALLY TRANSFERRED TO THE

X DEFENSE MINISTRY IN HANOI. HMR. pINH COULD HOT PROVIDE
ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ONK THE PRISONER

(2) MR. DINH EXPLAINED THAT THERE ARE MANY

WELL USED TRAILS THAT LEAD TO THE CRASH SITE AND THE
CRASH SITE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY SCAVENGED BY THE LOLAL
VILLAGERS EN VHE AREA. MR. DINW STATED THE WRECKAGE
JAS DISCOVERED IN JUL 77 8Y NUMEROUS VILLAGERS. THE
WRECKAGE WAS LOCATED KEAR A JUNGLE STREAM IN SOUTHERN
SON LA PROVINCE. BURNED AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE WAS STREWN
OYER A 200 METER AREA AND A LARGE PORTION OF THE
JRECKAGE APPEARED TO HAVE SEEN WASHED AMWAY. THE:
LOCATION IS ABOUT 25 KILOMETERS-SOUTH OF XUAN NHA
VILLAGE. HE HAS BEEN TO THE SITE MANY.TIMES AND WITH
1 ARGE TEAMS TO S$CAVENGE THE SCRAP METAL . HE COULD NOT
SROVIDE ANY FURTHER KNOWLEPGE ON THE pISPOSITION OF THE

e -
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AMEN/ouBd 2 DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF C-ASE 0981//
ARECKAGE, PERSONAL EFFZCTS, OR REMAINS., HE WAS ALSO .
JNABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON ANY OTHER INCIDENTS
I[NVOLVENG U.S. PERSONNEL. . .
P. THE SITE REPORTED 3Y THE WITNESSES AND THE
OFFICIAL INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0981 ARE IN AN
ZXTREMELY REMOTE. MCUNTAINQUS REGION, REQUIRING A THREE-
TO-FOUR-DAY WALK OR A TWORWALK FROM THE NEAREST LANDING
ZONE. A SMALL ELEMENT OF THE INVESTIGATION TEAM
TRAVELLED TO THE SITE ON 4 AND 5 MAR 94-USING A MI~E
HELICOPTER. THE LANDING ZONE EZSTABLISHED WAS
APPROXIMATELY 9 KILONETERS FRON THE U.S. RECORD
LOCATION AND THE WITNESS LOCATION. A LANDING ZONE AND
HASE CAMP WAS ESTA3LISHED ‘AT VHl749326.
%. HATERIAL EVIDENCEZ NONE OBSERVED AT EITHER
LOCATION DURING SURFACE SEARCHES. %8
5. SURVEY RESULTS: THE TEAM WAS LED 3Y A ITNESS TO 1;?5'7
THE AREA IN REFERENCE TO CASE 0981 (v @p 7/,./"’
SKIRMISH SEARCH APPROXIMATELY. 100 X 100 RS uAS
CONDUCTED IN JUNGLE TERRAIN. A STREAM APPROXIMATELY 5 _
METERS WIDE RAN DOWN THE CENTER OF THE.SEARCH ARE A.
THE SOIL IN THE AREA CONSISTED COF A SHALLOW TOPSOIL
OVER CLAY. NO WRECKAGE, PILOT RELATEP EGQUIPMENT OR
REMAINS COULD 3E LOCATED IN THE AREA.-
6. RECOMMENOED FUTURE ACTIONS:S RECOHHEND THIS CASE
FOX vt PENDING CATEGORY. :
7. PERTINENT LOGCATION 0R DATA CHANGES. CHANGE C RASH
LOCATION TO VHZ73788. .
$« AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT :uvesr:aareo.
NONE .
9. ANALYST COMMENTS:
A. THE WITNESS REPORTED THE INFORMATION IN A

4STRAIGHTF CRWARD MANNER. ALTHOUGH THE TEAM OBTAINED .

ONLY LIMITED INFORMATION ON THE PLANE CRASH IN SOUTHERN
SON LA PROVINCE, THE INCIDENT REPORTED BY MR« VI AND
OTHER WITNESSES INTERVIEWED DURING THE Z26TH JFA

- -

J5CT). .. INFO FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULU H(3) 00114217/1788
J38(1) DO~01-04C1) DGRIISCL)
RECALLED/ RTD2000=000/7COPLESZQO0S
455000/09M 1 §F #ATACDOS 091/0643361 2922131 MAR 9«_
LSN ZHRAAVGISY " FDOR LDOKX 0967011031 COR JTF-FA ucy
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' _ CORRSLATES wiITH CASE G981. THE GENERAL LOCATION. THE
s 2TuRy AF AN ARIRMAN, AND THE REMAINS FOQUND AT THE

SiaSd SITE MATCH UeS. DATA ON THIS CASE (SEE PARAGRA?
34}~ REPGETS FROM .THE SURVIVING CREWMAN AS WELL AS
JTAER PILOTS IN THZ AREA SUGSEST THE UNACCOUNTED FOR
INDIVIDUAL DID NOT SUCCESSFULLY EJECT FROM THE
ALRCRAFT. FURTHERMORE: U-$« RECORDS INDICATE CASE 0v31
WAS THE ONLY AIRCRAFT CRASH WITHIN 15 KILOMETERS OF THE
4330CTATED SITE. )

4. THZ LOCATION IS NEAR A JUNGLE STREAM SURROUNDED o
3 STESP KOUNTAINOUS TEERAIN. NO MATERIAL EVIDENCE OR
73AS5H CRATER WAS OBSERVED AT THE SITE. THE SITE HAS
sEEN SCAVENGED AND ONLY SMALL UNLDENTIFIABLE PIECES
JITHOUT MARKINGS REMAIN. RECOMMEND THIS CASE BE PLACED
IN THE PENOING CATEGORY.
1d. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECTALIST CONMENTS: A
SKIRMISH SEARCH WAS CONDUCTED.ON BOTH SIDES OF THME
STREAM IN DENSE TERRAIN. NO WRECKAGE, PILOT RELATED -

. EQUIPNIMT QR REMAINS COULD BE'LOCATED. RECOMMEND THIS
“ohl CASE BE PUT IN THE PENODING CATEGORY.
11- TEAH CHIEF COMMENTSS '

A- AGREE WITH ANALYST”S COMMENTS. THE LIMITED
INFORMATIGN PROVIDED BY THE WITNESSES CORRELATES TO
CASE 0981. THE SITE WAS DIFFICULT TO REACH. SITE .
RCCESSIBILITY IS POGR 8Y VEHICLE DUE TO THE ROADS.BEING
LONTLNUALLY FLOGDED OR ERODED. THE CLOSEST LANDING
LONE AVAILASLE IS APPROXIMATELY ¢ KILOMETERS FROM THc
SITE AND TAKES ABOUT & HAQURS TO WALK THROUGH DIFFICULT
TERRAIN. )

E. THIS SITE HAS NO DEFINED ARFA. THERE WAS NO
PERSONAL EFFECTS OR MRECKAGE WHICH CAN 8E CORRELATED TO
THE CASE. THE WITNESS STATED THE GENERAL AREA OF THE
CRASH SITE BUT_ AW SPECIFIC AREA COULD NOT BE LOCATED
FOR THE CCCKPiT OR A POSSIBLE BURIAL SITE. :

C. THE TEAM RECEIVED QUTSTANDING COOPERATION AND
JUIDANCE FROM OUR COUNTERPARTS. LOCAL RESIDENCE HWERC
EXTREMELY HELFfUL DURING THE INVESTIGATION AND SURVEY
OF THIS CASE.

D. RECOMMEND THIS CASE BE PLACED IN THE PENDING

CATEGORY. .
3T
43Bduu /091 Z 0F 2 MATAOQD3 (91706250l JVZ2131 KAR Ta
IAAdAARRAGGIE? FOR LDEX - EOR JTE=FA HIN
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0 P 2118482 NOV 95 YR IFD
£ COR JTF-FA HONOLULU Hi
[KFO RHEHNSC/¥H I FE HOUSE KATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDE: [SA/DPNO//

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DG//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC//
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF NASHINGTON DC//J5//
RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DG
RUEA!IASCIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/1COG/ S
REHNUNA/USCICPAC HOHOLULY HI//13/338H//
RUEKJGS/USCINCPAE LO WASHINGTON DG
RUKVAAA/CDRUSACILHL HICKAN AFB H1//TAPC-PED-K//
RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH
RUEHUN/ AHEMBASSY VIENTIANE//CJTEFA DET THREE//
RUEKH( /AMEMBASSY HANGI//CITFFA DET TWO//
RUEKPF /AHEMBASSY PHMOM PENH//CITFFA DET 4//
B
UHCLAS //NG3605//AHEHBASSY HAHOI PASS TO CITFFA BET TWD
SECTION &t OF 83
MSGID/GENADHER/CITF -FA/-/SEP//
SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGAEtON OF CASE B981//
REF: 4. CDR JTF-FA- HONOLULU HI. 2817431 ROV 35

B. CBR JFF-FA: HONOLULU H1» 2022137 MAR 54

. CJTFEA DET ONE: BANGKOK TH. 2118261 WOV 83
RMKS/1. REFERENCES:

A REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT GF THE J8TH JOINT FIELD
ACTIVATY GIFA) CONDUCTER 14 VIETNAM FRON 12 OGTOBER 1335 T0
18 HOVEHBER 1335.

B. REF 8 IS THE 28TH JEA DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF
CASE 8981,

. REF C IS THE 26TH JFA DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF
CASE 8981, )

2. SUMMARY OF IKVESTIGAT!ON:

A, ON 19 OCTOBER 1995 INVESTIGATION ELENERT ONE (IE1)
{NVESTIGATED CASE 8981 IN SON LA PROVINCE. VHOSMP OFFICIALS
UNILATERALLY {NVESTIGATED THIS CASE IN THANH HOA PROVINCE,

B. THIS GASE IKUOLVES THE 16 JANUARY 1968 LOSS OF AN F-4D ON
A COMBAT AIR PATROL WHEM A SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE SHOT T DOWK.
THE WEAPON SYSTEMS OFF ICER SUCCESSFULLY EJECTEDs WAS CAPTURED.«AKD
RETURNED TO THE U,S. DURING “OPERATION HOMECOMING.® THE PELOT
REMAINS UNACCOUNTED-FOR.

C. ON 19 OCTOBER 1995 IE1, ACCONPAKIED BY A WITNESS:
TRAVELED BY HELICOPTER TO THE CRASH SITE LOCATED IN XUAN KHA
{XUAAN WHAY VILLAGE, BOC CHAU DBISTRICT, SON LA PROVINGE T
INVESTIGATE CASE 981, AT THE HELICOPTER LANDING OME A SECOND
WITNESS MET AMD GUIDED THE TEAM TO THE CRASH SITE. AT THE GRASH
SITE, WE FOUND A LARGE PIECE OF UNIDENTITIABLE WRECKAGE. A GENERAL
ELECTRIC ENGIME, A GENERAL ELEGTRIC TURBOJET AFTERBURNER ASSEMBLY,
AND A SECTION OF THE REAR FUSELAGE WiTH AN ATTACHED TAILHOOK. NE
RE-INTERVIEWER THE FIRST WITHESS WHO PROVIDED NO KEN tHFORHATION.
THE SECOND WITNESS DED HOT SEE THE THCIDENT: HE COULD ONLY TELL US
ABOUT THE CRASH SITE.

D. [IE1 BID HOT RECOVER OR RECE{VE ANY REMAINS WHILE
IHVESTIGATING THIS CASE,

£. RECONHENDATION: EXCAVATE,

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

A PURPOSE:

(i} ACCOMPAHY MR. DINH VAN XUAN (DINH VANK XUAAN), MR,
DINH VAN PHANH (MINH VAWN PHANHI. AND HR. ODIHE VAW THICH (DINH
UAWN THICH) TO THE CRASH SITE IR XUAN NHA VILEAGE: HOC CKAG
DISTRICT SON LA PROVINCE WHERE THEY REPORTEDLY DISCOVERED A CRASH
SITE IH 1977, CINCOMPLETE: PARA 3.H. AHD 3.K.

(2} CANUVASS FOR ADDITIOHAL WETHESSES IH XUAH HHA
VILLAGE. MOC CHAU DISTRICT FOR |WFORMATION CORCERRING A CRASH SITE
IN THE MOUNTAINS SOUTH OF THIS VILLAGE. DETERMINE 1F ANY OF THE
YILLAGERS ARE HOLDIHG WRECKAGE: {IFE SUPPORT EQUIPMENT. OR
PERSONAL EFFECTS THAT WERE FOUND A1 THE SITE. IF THE VILLAGERS

SUS DUPE

(TOTAL COPIES: @02

-SGT VINH T. PHURG

-

RUHPSGE 4374 SECT1ON 01 CF OJ 003655 JRAHRE

HAVE SUCH MATERIAL, HAYE THEH LEAD THE TEAH TO THE SITE WHERE THEY
RECOVERED 17, {ACCOXPLISHED: PARA 3.E., 1.d.. AND J.K.)

(3} REQUEST MOC CHAU DISTRIGT OFFICLALS LOGATE WARTIHE
RECORDS REGARDIRGC THLS INCEDENT. ALSO REQUEST INFORMATION
CONGERNHG THE DISPOSFTION OF THE PILOT-RELATED GEAR TAKEW BY THE
XUAN HHA VILLAGE HALITIA FROM THE CRASH SITE SOUTH OF Xuak NnA
VELLAGE IN 1877 AKD TURNED OVER TO THE DISTRICT AUTHORITIES
REQUEST A COPY OF ANY HAND RECEIPTS THAT ROCUMENT THIS TURH OVER
{ACCOMPL ISHED: PARA 3.1.)

{4) CANVASS RESIDENTS IN TRUNG L¥ (TRUNG LY) VILLAGE
GUAN HOA DISTRICT, THARH HOA PROVINCE. FOR {NFORMATION COMCERNING
THIS INGIDENT TO IHCLUDE THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE AKD THE
DiSPOSITION OF LIEUTENANT HOPPER'S REMAINS.  (ACCOMPLISHED
PARA 1.6.)

B. OK §2 OCTOBER 95 1EV ARRIVED IN DIEW BIEN DISTRICT, LA
CHAU PROVINGE TO BEGIN THE 38TH JFA
. TEAM COHPOSITION:

(1) 0.5, CONTINGERT:
CAPT MARK 5. GARROW
SFC ROBERT I WOLFE
HMSGT DANNY R. GOX
SSGT ROBERT K. FLYWN
€713 JEFF S. WILLARD

TEAM LEADER

ASSISTANT TEAN LEADER
AHALYST/L INGUIST

ARAL YST/LINGUIST
ARALYST/LINGUIST

AHALYST/L INGUIST

ANALYST/L IRGUIST

SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST
SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST

CTISH SHAWHA 1. NANM
§SG LOHHIE E. GRIFFIN. JR.
SSG JOHN K. KELLEY

SSGT LOWLS |, CHOVANDX TEAH HEDIC
SKZ ALAN 0. BEATY £XPLOSIVE ORDHANCE DBiSPOSAL
TECHAIC I AN

{2} VIETNAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT
MR LE TRAN TUAN (LEE TRAANF TUAANS TEAM LEADERS
: HINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HINISTRY OF
FOREIGH AFFAIRS
#fR. HGUYEN ANH TUDHG (HGUYEEHX ANH TWOWKGH) MINISTRY OF TRE
[HTERIOR
NINISTRY OF NATIOHAL
DEFENSE

HR. LE TANH TbHG (LEE TANH TUNGEF)

HR. TRAN QUOC VIET (TRAAKF @UOOCS VIEETJ!

{3) SON LA PROVINCE TASE TEAM:
HR. NGUYEW VAN THO (NGUYEENX VAMN THOJ)
HR. DANG THARE (DAWNGJ THANH)
MR. HOAKG VAN AN HOAHGF VAWN AN)
HR. NGUYEN TIEM LAM (HGUYEENX TIEENS LAMM)
R, DINH VAW THANH (DING UAWN THANAF)
) THANH HOA PROVINCE TASK TEAM
M. TRiNH QUOC TREMY (TRINH QUODCS TRINHF)
MR. 20 HUY TAP (DOOR HUY TAAPJ)
HR. DAO MAHE HUNG (ZAOF MANH HUNGF)
HR. LE KHAC DAK {LEE KHAWCS DANF) TEAM MENBER
MR. HA RMN PHUC (KAF PHUCS) TEAH HEMBER
f. O 16 OCTOBER 1995, {EY HET AT THE HOA BAN HOTEL FN SON

TEAM LEAGER
TEAN NENBER
TEAH MEMBER
TEAH HENBER
TEAH HEHBER

TEAM LEADER
TEAN HEMBER
TEAN HEWBER

H

o 7 ¢ o
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FH CDR FIF-FA HONOLULD HI _
INFO RRERNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASK DC
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP: |SA/DPNO//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHIKGTON DC//CA/OCS/AES/EAP/ULL//
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DG//45//
RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGION DC
RUEATIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/ HB/DDG/ER/ 1L0C/
RHHMUNA/USCINGPAC HONOLULY 17743713847/
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC
RURVAAA/CDRUSACILH] HICKAM AFB KI//TAPC-PED-H//
RUEHBT/CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH
RUEAUN/AMENBASSY VIENTIANE//CATEFA DET THREE//
RUEHH1/AMENBASSY HANOI//CITFEA DET TNO//
RUEHPE /AMEMBASSY PHNOM PEWH//CJTFEA DET 44/
BT
UNCLAS  //NB3GEG//AMEMBASSY HANOI PASS TO CJTFFA DET TWD
SECTEON &2 OF 1)
NSGID/GENRDKIN/CTF-FA/ -/SEP//
SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 8381//
RHKS/
LA TONN: SON LA PROVINGE, TO DISCUSS THE TEAM'S PLANNING AHD
STRATEGY FOR INVESTIGATIONS IN SON LA PROVIHCE. ALL HEMBERS OF
THE AMERICAN TEAN: HE VIETMAMESE CENTRAL GOVERMMERT TEAM: AND THE
SON LA PROVINCE TASK TEAM WERE PRESENT AT THIS MEETING.
VIETHAMESE MEMBERS OF THE JOINT TEAM CONFIRMED TRAT THEY POSSESSED
VIETRANESE LANGUAGE TRAKSLATIONS OF THE INVESTIGATION
REQUIREHERTS
E. THE UKOSHP AND THE SON LA PROVINCE TASK TEAM INFORNED THE
U.S. TEAM THEY DID NOT FIND ANY HEW WITHESSES FOR THIS CASE AND
PROVIBED DOCUMENTATICN STATING SO
F. ON 1 NOVEMBER 1995+ {EI MET AT THE HGAN HOA HOTEL IN
THAKG HOA TOWN: THARH HOA PROVINCE: TO DISCUSS THE TEAN'S PLANNING
AHD STRATEGY FOR |NVESTIGATIONS IN THAHH HOA PROVINCE. ALL
MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN JEAM: THE VIETRAMESE CENTRAL GOUERNMENT
TEAH: AND THE THANH HOA PROVINCE TASK TEAN WERE PRESENT AT THIS
BEETINC. VIETHAMESE MEMBERS OF THE JOIHT TEAM CONFIRMED THAT THEY
POSSESSED VIETHAMESE 1ANGUAGE TRAMSLATIONS OF TRE |KVESTIGATION
REQUIREMENTS
6. THE UNOSHP AND THE THAKH HOA PROVINGE TASK TEAM iNFORMED
THE 1.5, TEAM THAT THEY DID ROT FIND ANY NEW WITNESSES FOR THIS
CASE ARD PROVIDED DOGUMENTATION OF THEFR UNPLATERAL IHVESTIGATION.
H. THE SON LA ADVAKGE TEAM UNILATERALLY RE-INTERVIENED HR.
DINH VAN XURN AND MR. OINH VAN §HICH. BOTH PREVIOUSLY INTERVIENED
DURING THE 26TH JFA, ON 18 OCTOBER 1995. THEY DID NOT HAVE ANY
NEW INFORMATION. AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO GUiDE THE JOINT TEAM T9
THE SITE,
[. THE HOC CHAU DISTRICT OFFICIALS INFORNED THE JOINT TEAH
THAT THERE WERE NO ENOWN WARTIME RECORDS REGARDING THIS INCIDENT
OR HAND RECEIPTS THAT DOCUMENT THE TURN OVER OF PiLOT RELATED GEAR
TAKEN FROM THE CRASH SITE [N 1877, THE 26TH JFA HRUESTIGATION
SHONS THIS GEAR WAS GIVEN BAGK TO VILLAGERS AND DESTROYED THROUGH
PERSORAL USE.
J. O 19 OCTOBER 1995 THE JOINT TEAM TRAVELLED £5 MINUTES
BY RELIGOPTER TO XUAN NHA (XUARN NHA} VILLAGE: MOC CHAU DISTRICT.
UPON ARRIVAL A LOCAL VILLAGER LER THE TEAM TO THE CRASH SfTE
(COORDINATES 48Q VH 73367 77268). (IELD CONMENT: DURING THE 267k
JFA A JOINT TEAM WENT TO A CRASH SITE APPROXIMATELY FIVE
KILONETERS EAST FROM THE CRASH SITE WE INVESTIGATED.)
K. DURING OUR SEARCH OF THE AREA: WE RE-INTEAVIEWED HR. DIHN
VAN PHANH. ENTERVEEWED DURING THE 2610 JEA. HE DID HOT PROVIDE
ANY HEW IHFORMATION. WE THEM {RTERVIENED THE VILLAGER WO LED THE
TEAM TG THE CRASH SITE. HE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING |HFORMATION:
(1) WITRESS MAHE: VAN S0 UANG (VAWN S00S VAKG)
{21 AGE: 14 YOA.
{21 CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TEME THERE: BAN XA

SUS DUPE :

RUHFSGG 95E5 SECTION 02 OF &) f965] 13110531

LAL. XUAH NHA VILLAGE: MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SOM LA PROVINCE SINCE
1991.

14} RESIDENCE AT TIHE GF INCIDEWT: YEW BAI PRGVINCE.

(5i  CURRENT OCGUPATION: FARMER.

) OCCUPATIOR AT TINE OF INCIDEMT: N/&. ]

(7} BACKGROUND: THE WTHESS FARMS THE AREA SURROUNDING
THE CRASH SITE.

{8) STATEMENT: MR. VANG STATED HE WAS A CHILD AT THE
TIME THE INCIDEWT OCCURRED. HE BID NOT MOVE TO- XUAN KHA VILLAGE
AREA URTIL 1331, HE DISCOVERED A CRASH SITE WHEK HE WENT M THE
HOUNTAINS TO CULTIVATE THE AREA. THE CRASH SITE CONSISTED OF A
CRATER AND LARGE PIECES OF WRECKAGE. MR. VAHG MOVED THE LARGE
PIEGES APPROXIMATELY 38 METERS DOWN THE HOUNTAEN WHILE CLEARING
THE AREA. EROSION AND RAN PARTIALLY FILLED tH THE CRATER WLTH
DEBRIS OVER TINE: MR. VAMG FILLED IN THE REST. HR. VANG DMD NOT
KHOW OF ANYONE HOLDING REMAINS OR WRECKAGE.

L. THE TEAH SURFACE-SEARGHED A 50 X 180-HETER AREA. THE
TEAM FOUND KUMEROUS LARGE PECES OF WREGKAGE THAT INCLUDED AH
ERGIHE: AN AFTERBURKER ASSEMBLY. A PIECE OF THE REAR FUSELAGE WITH
A TAILHOOK ATTACHED: AS WELL AS A& HIGH CONCERTRATION OF
UNIDENTIFIABLE WRECKAGE. THE TEAH ALSO FOUND A PIECE OF CLOTR
APPROXIMATELY & X 6-INCHES. GREY ON ONE SIDE AND ORANGE OM THE
OTHER. THE WRECKAGE MAS APPROXIMATELY 54 METERS EAST OF THE
APPARENT POINT OF IMPACT (GRID COORDINATES 433 UK 73358 77190,
FURTHER DOMN THE HOUNTAIN. THE TEAN FOUND RO REMAINS
1. MATERIAL EVIDENCE:

A, MATERIAL EVIDENCE RETAIMED BY JTF-FA: ORE 4 X 5-INCH
PIEGE OF CLGTH: GREY OK ONE SIDE: ORANGE ON THE OTHER.

B. MATERIAL EVIDENCE PHOTOGRAPHED AND LEFT |M PLAGE:

{10 OKE ENGINE: GE SERIAL HUMBER 189R179( OR G)8
#1487 3453 (UNDER MAIN SERIAL NUMBER). GE SERIAL HUMBER !B3R179P10
7487 3469 (ALSO UNDER SERIAL NUMBER:,

(&) ONE APPROXIMATELY SEVEN BY THREE FEET PIECE -OF THE
REAR FUSELAGE WITH TAILHOGK ATTACHED: 1988A-RK 1RIGPD2E1PRR.

{3) ONE AFTERBURNER ASSEMBLY: E74 (5 OR 82, GE PART
NUMBER 189 (81556622, GE SERIAL NUMBER £439953,

{4} LARGE AMOUNT OF UNIDENTIFIED WRECKAGE.

C. REMAINS: NOKE,

5. SITE SURVEY RESULTS: ON 19 OCTOBER 1995. IE1 SURVEYED A
REPORTED AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE WHILE INVESTIGATING CASE B38t.

A. PROJECT LOCATION,

{1 VICINITY OF GRID COORDIKATES 43Q UH 73367 77268
(1) MAP DATA: HAP NANE - BAH NA SUN: HAP SHKEET HUMBER
5958 |1 NAP SERIES - L7014, PRINTED - 1985.

B. OUISTANDIHG FEATURES: MOUNTAINOUS REGION.

L. TERRAIN: CRASH SITE IS LOCATED ON A SIDE OF A MOUNTAIN,
WITH A 68 DEGREE SLOPE.

D. SOIL CONDITIONS: TOP SOIL 1S MOIST AND HUHUS: WITH A
UNDERLYING OF SMALL ROCKS. EASY TG SCREEM.

E. UECETATION: THE SITE 1S HOW UNDER CULTIVATION WITH
BANANA TREES: RICE, AHD SQUASH PLANTS.

F. HETHOD OF SURVEY: 1E1 CONBUGTED A DETAILED SURFAGE
SEARCH OF & 58 X 1BG-NETER AREA SURROUMDING THE CRASH AREA.

I
81
K518




HON MR E R NN EREEENENKNFNWNENNFEE NN N REX KNS WY N NN NN W

IMMET 1ATE

PAGE 0) 03656

IKFO:  REVIEW@H  USA CENTRAL ID iABORATORY (6])
------------------------- e w14

OTTUZFDY RUHPSGEIS1Y 1520983-UUNU--RUNVARR

IHR Yuulu

0 P 2118487 NOV %5 1v8 IFp

FM CDR JYF-FA HOHOLULU H

INFC RHEHNSE/WHITE HOUSE XATIOMAL SECURITY COUHCIL WASH OC

RUERJCS/SECDEF NASHINGTON DC//USDP: ISA/DPHO//

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACSIEAP/VLL//

RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHIHGTON DG//J5//

RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEAHIA/CHA WASHINGTON DC//QFA/SEA/B/DDO/EA/1CAG//

RUNKURA/USCENCPAC HONOLULY HI//J3/ 138N/

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGIOR DG

SUHVARA/CORUSACIERIL WICKAH AFE i//TAPC-PED-H//

RUENBT/CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH

RUEHVN/AHEMBASSY VIENTIANE//CJTFFA DET THREE//

RUEHR |/ AMEHBASSY RANOI//CJTFFA DET TWO//

RgEHPFIAHEHBASSY PHNOM PENH//CITEFA DET &7/

B

UNCLAS  //MB3BAS//AMEMBASSY HAHOI PASS To CJTFFA DET TWO

FINAL SECTION OF B3

FH CDR JTF-FA HONOLULD HE

INFO RHERNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC

RMKS/

6. HAZARDS: EXCAVATION OF THIS SITE PRESENTS A HAZARD: DUE
T0 STEEPNESS OF THE HOUNTAIN

H. RESULTS.

(1) REMAINS SEEN: HORE.

{0 IDENTIFIGATION MEDIA SEEN: HONE.

(1) PERSONAL EFFECTS SEEN: HOKL.

() AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE SEEN: WE FOUND FOUR LARGE PIECES
OF WRECKAGE 37 MCTERS BELOW THE IMPACT AREA,
6. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHAHGES: CGHANGE LASE KHOWN
LOGATION T0 450 VH 73367 T7168.
1. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORNATION NOT IHVESTIGATED: HONE.
5. ANALYST COMMENTS

A WITHESS STATEMENTS: CAEDIBLE.

3. INCIDENT LOCATION SURVEY: IE1 SURVEVED ONE SITE DURING
THIS IRVESTIGATION. THE SITE CONTAINED AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE
CONSISTERT WITH THE AIRCRAFT LOST IN THIS CASE. -

. ANALYTICAL CONCLUSION: THE CRASH SITE THE MITHESS LED
THE JOI#T TEAN TO CORRELATES TO THIS CASE BY LOCATION AND PIECES
OF WRECKAGE. THE CRASH SITE 5 FOUR KALONETERS SOUTHWEST FROM THE
LAST KNOWH LOCATION, AND THE WRECKAGE 1§ CONSISTENT WITH THAT OF
AN F-4D,

8, SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: tEL SEARCHED TRE
ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND FOUND LARGE AMOUKTS OF WREGKAGE EXTENDING
FROM THE {HPACT AREA. THE WETHESS STATED HE FILLED [K THE IMPACT
AREA: AND HE CURRENTLY CULTIVATES THE AREA WITH RiGE

. LOGISTICS: A STANDARD SIZ€ RECOVERY ELEMENT CAN EXCAUATE
THE SITE ASSISTEG BY 55 70 68 LOCAL {ABORERS. ANTICIPATE 25 T0 38
DAYS TO EXCAVATE THIS SITE, USING STANDARD RECOVERY EQUIPHENT.
THE STEEPHESS OF THE HOUNTAIN REQUIRES EXTRA ROPES AND D-RINGS,
SEVERAL TARPS WiLL BE REQUIRED. THERE IS NO OVERREAD PROYECTION
FROM THE SUN. A BASE CAMP IS RECOMMENDED DUE TO THE REMOTE AREA.
HELICOPTER -INSERTION 1S RECOMHENDED. PRIOR COORDEMATION I3
REQUERED FOR HELICOPTER AND BASE CAMP. EXCAVATION OF THIS SITE
REQUIRES THE OWNER TO BE PAIG COMPENSATION FOR FHE DESTRUCTION OF
THE VEGETATIOR,.

B. OBSERVATIONS: CLOSE EXAMINATION OF THE SITE PRODUCED A
LARGE ANOUNT OF WRECKAGE: BUT WO EVIDENCE OF PERSONAL EFFECTS OR
REMAINS. BASED OK THE WRECKAGE AND THE REHOTE AREA. THIS SITE IS
RECOMMENDED FOR EXCAVATIOK.

18. TEAH LEARER COMMENTS:

A. WITNESS REL1ABILITY: CREDIBLE

B. AMALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS;

{1} O OYHER AIRCRAFT WAS LOST WITHIN L5 KILOMETERS
FROH THIS SITE. AND WRECKAGE FOUND IS CONSISTEWT NLTH THE TYPE OF
AIRCRAFT LOST IN IH{S {NCIDENT (GE EHGEKE, TAILKOOK)

SUS DUPE

{TOTAL COPIES: 800

13710452

RUHPSGG 9519 SECEION @) OF 0. 00936 08N
(2i  CONCUR WEIH ANALYST.
(31 THE RECOVERY OF THIS SETE WILL BE DEFFICBLE. THE
STEEP SLOPE PRECLUDES A BASE CAHP CLOSE T0 THE RECOVERY AREA. TRE
RECOVERY TEAM CAN ESTABLESH AN LI ABOVE THE RECOVERY SITE 10
FACILITATE HOVEMENT OF EQUIPHENT. HOVEMENT TO THE SITE FROH THE
BASE CAMP WiLL REQUIRE & 20 TO 45 HINUTE WALK UP THE MOUHTAIN.
€. HOST GOUERNHENT COCPERATION WAS EXCELLENT AMD MET
INVESTIGATION REGUIREMENTS.
D. DETACHNEMT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS: HONE.
1. RECOMMENDATION: EXCAVATE//
BI
9518
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PAGE @1 @32163 18/18122

INFO: XDP REVIEW @1} USA CENTRAL ID LABORATORY W1}
————————————————————————— 189718132 A XDP (TOTAL COPIES: @@2}

RTTUZYUW RUHPSGGS8575 3530782-UUUU-~-RUHVAAA,

ZNR UUUUU

R 1891000Z DEC 85 ZYB
FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULY HI//J2//
TO RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO//
INFO RHEHMNSC/WHITE HOUSE MNATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC//
RUEKJCS5/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J5//
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//
RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DC
RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J38-M//
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//
BT
UNCLAS //NE3463//
MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FAsJ2// .
SUBJ/ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATED WITH CASE @981//
REF/A/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/211848ZNOVSSE//
AMPN/DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE @981/
RMKS/1. ON 19 OCTOBER 1995, A JOINT US/SRV TEAM INVESTIGATED A
SUSPECTED F-4D CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDIMNATES 48QGVH7336777268 IN SON
LA PROVINCE, VIETNAM. JTF-FA ANALYSIS INDICATES THE ITEMS RECOVERED
AND PHOTOGRAPHED ARE SUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH .A POSSIBLE CORRELATION
TO THE AIRCRAFT INVOLVED IN THE CASE #9811 INCIDENT.
2. THE TEAM RECOVERED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: ONE 4 X § INCH PIECE OF
CLOTH MATERIAL, GRAY ON ONE SIDE, ORANGE ON THE OTHER
3.  THE TEAM PHOTOGRAPHED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
: A.  ONE ENGINE: GE SERIAL NUMBER l@9R179 (6 OR G) B, @7482, 9459,
GE SERIAL NUMBER 1@8R179P1@, B74B2, 9459

B. ONE APPROXIMATELY SEVEN BY THREE FOOT PIECE OF THE REAR
FUSELAGE WITH TAIL HOOK ATTACHED: 1988A-RM IRIGPD2B1PRR

C. ONE AFTERBURNER ASSEMBLY: 874 (6 OR B8)2, GE PART NUMBER
1 @9 {8) 556622, GE SERIAL NUMBER 8439953

D. LARGE AMOUNT OF UNIDENTIFIED WRECKAGE
4. JTF-FA ANALYSIS INDICATES: THE CLOTH MATERIAL (PP2A) IS A PORTION
OF SPRAY SHIELD FROM THE LIFE RAFT ASSEMBLY. THE LIFE RAFT IS PACKED
IN THE SURVIVAL KIT ASSEMBLY AND INSTALLED IN THE EJECTION SEAT OF
THE AIRCRAFT. THE ENGINE ASSEMBLY PART NUMBER 1@SR179 6 OR G 8
PP3A) IS ACTUALLY PART NUMBER l@9R179G8, AND THE AFTERBURNER
ASSEMBLY PART NUMBER 189 (8) 556622 I(PP3B) IS5 ACTUALLY PART NUMBER
\@SR5EEG22. THESE TWO ASSEMELIES ARE PARTS FROM GENERAL ELECTRIC
J—-47, J=-73, J-79, J-85, J-933, T-58, AND T-84 TYPE ENGINES. THE J-79
ENGINE IS USED ON F-4, F-1@4, AND RA-5 SERIES AIRCRAFT. THE
REMAINING ITEMS COULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED. :
5. JTF-FA COMMENTS: THE LIFE RAFT SPRAY SHIELD PORTION INDICATES AT
LEAST ONE INDIVIDUAL WAS IN THE AIRCRAFT AT IMPACT. JTF-FA FILES
INDICATE THE CASE 2981 AIRCRAFT IS THE ONLY CRASH SITE WITHIN 15
KILOMETERS OF GRID COORDINATES 4BQVHM7336777268. THE CRASH SITE
SURVEYED DURING THIS INVESTIGATION IS5 WITHIN FOUR KILOMETERS OF THE
RECORD LOSS LOCATION FOR CASE P8981. JTF-FA ANALYSIS INDICATES THE
ITEMS RECOVERED AND PHOTOGRAFHED ARE SUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH A
FOSSIBLE CORRELATION TO THE AIRCRAFT INVOLVED IN THE CASE 998!
INCIDENT. )
6. FDR HQO AFPC: THIS INFORMATION IS FORWARDED FOR APPROPRLATE
ACTION. A COPY OF REF A WAS PROVIDED ON 22 NOV 95. :
7. EVAL/TT/RTR/~
BT
#9575
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PAGE @1 g54728 18721441

INFO: XDP (REVIEW) (p1) USA CENTRAL 1D LABORATORY (81}
------------------------- 18/21447 A XDP {TOTAL COPIES: 802)

RTTUZYUW RUHPSGGO719 @180702-UUUU--RUHVARA.

INR UULUUU

R 18078271 JAN 86 ZVYB .

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//)2//

70 RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP: 1SA/DPMO//

INFO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH BC

RUHPSGG/HQ AFPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPWCM//

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC//

RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//15//

RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEALIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//}2/33/138-M//

RUEKICS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILH! HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

RUEHBT/CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE//CJTFFA DET THREE//

RUEHH! /AMEMBASSY HANOi//CJTFFA DET TWO//

RUEHPF /AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH//CJTFFA DET 4//

BT

UNCLAS //NB3468// ,

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR ITF-FA/J24//

SUB}//CORRECTION TO DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE #981//

REF//iTF-FA MSG 2118487 NOV 95//

RMKS/i. PARA 2B, LINE 3: CHANGE "WEAPON SYSTEMS OFFICER" TO READ

“AIRCRAFT COMMANDER"

BT
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(5) 473RD BORDER DEFENSE POST:

DINH THE PHUONG (DINH THEES PHWOWNG) TEAM LEADER
TRAN VAN HIEP (‘TRAANF VAWN HIEEPJ) TEAM MEMBER
VU VAN TIEN (VWF VAWN TIEENS) TEAM MEMBER
(6) XUAN NHA (XUAAN NHA) VILLAGE TASK TEAM:
DINH CONG TOAN (DINH COONG TOANF% TEAM LEADER
VI TIEN AN (VIF TIEENS AN) TEAM MEMBER

HA VAN MINH (HAF VAWN MINH) TEAM MEMBER

3. BACKGROUND.
A. THIS CASE INVOLVES THE 10 JANUARY 1968 LOSS OF AN F-4D

ATRCRAFT WHILE ON A COMBAT AIR PATROL MISSION OVER NORTR VIETNAM
RESULTING IN ONE UNACCOUNTED-FOR INDIVIDUAL. THE AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK
BY A SURFACE~TO~AIR MISSILE. ONE INDIVIDUAL SUCCESSFULLY EJECTED,
WAS CAPTURED, AND RETURNED TO THE U.S. DURING "OPERATION HOMECOMING".
THE SECOND INDIVIDUAL REMAINS UNACCOUNTED-FOR,

B. ON 11 NOVEMBER 1993 INVESTIGATION ELEMENT TWO (IE2) TRAVELED
TO XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE TO
INVESTIGATE CASE 0981. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES WHO HAD
FIRST~HAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THILIS INCIDENTI. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS FOUND THE ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND FOUND A POSSIBLE BONE
FRAGMENT, AND SOME OTHER AIRCRAFT AND CREW RELATED ITEMS. THE ITEMS
HAVE SINCE BEEN LOST OR DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE. THE TEAM
ATTEMPTED TO REACH THE SITE, BUT WERE UNABLE DUE TO A SEASONAL FLOOD.
?2E§Eg?INS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS WERE LOCATED DURING THE INVESTIGATION.

C, ON 4 MARCH 1894, INVESTIGATION ELEMENT ONE (IEl) RE-
INVESTIGATED CASE 098}) IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA
PROVINCE. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WITH LITTLE OR NO
INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS CASE. THE WITNESS DID STATE THAT THE
ALLEGED CRASH SITE HAD BEEN HEAVILY SCAVENGED AND THERE ARE MAJOR
TRAILS THAT LEAD TO THE SITE. THE TEAM TRAVELED TO THE LAST KNOWN
LOCATION LISTED IN U.S. RECORDS AND THE WITNESS LOCATION AND
CONDUCTED SURFACE SEARCHES. NEXTHER SEARCH YIELDED EVIDENCE OF AN.
AIRCRAFT CRASH, BURIAL SITE, REMAINS, OR PERSONAL EFFECTS. (REF D)
/7 DP. DURING THE 38TH JFA, A JOINT TEAM SURVEYED A CRASH SITE
BT

004689/02127/ /113 3 AMA 0181 128/23:56%
CSN:MMSS3333 128/23:56%
PSEN-004689 /
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NARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE

PRIORITY
P 0718512 MAY 97 ZYB PSN 626993H35
FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J3//

INFO AIG NINE SIX ZERO

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS//
CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB//

DIA WASHINGTON DC//CC//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J32//
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC
AMEMBASSY HANOXI//CJTFFA.DET TWO//

BT
UNCLAS //N03000//
SECTION 02 OF 0§

MSGID/GENADMIN/CJITF-FA/-/MAY/ [
SUBJ/DETAYLED REPORT OF EXCAVATION FOR CASE 0981//

RMKS /
ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 0981 WHICH IS LOCATED AT GRID COORDINATES 48Q VH
73367 77268. THE TEAM FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE CONSISTENT WITH AN F-4
AIRCRAFT, BUT NO REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS.(REF C)

E. DURING THE 44TH JFA, A JOINT TEAM INITIATED EXCAVATIONS AT
THE CRASH SITE INVESTIGATED DURING THE 38TH JFA (REF A). THE JOINT
TEAM RECOVERED VARIOUS PIECES OF ATRCREW RELATED AND LIFE SUPPORT
EQUIPMENT ITEMS FROM THE CRASH SITE. THE JOINT TEAM RECOVERED FOUR
BONE FRAGMENTS DURING THE EXCAVATION. MR VANG SU VANG TURNED OVER AN
ADDITIONAL TWO BONE FRAGMENTS WHICH HE DISCOVERED WHILE PREVIOUSLY
CULTIVATING ON THE SITE. (REF B)

4. PROTJTECT LOCATION.
A. XUAN NHA (XUAAN NHA) VILLAGE
MOC CHAU DISTRICT
SON LA PROVINCE
B. GRID COORDINATE: 48Q VH 73341 77236, THE TEAM USED A GLOBAL
POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS) TRACKING FIVE SATELLITES TO OBTAIN THE GRID
CCORDINATE.
C. MAP: MVONG TAT; EDITION 1-AMS; SERIES L7014; SHEET 5950 III;
SCALE 1:50,000; HORIZONTAL DATUM: INDIAN DATUM, 1960.

RTD:000-000/COPIES:

004688/02125/ /113 1 AMA 0180 128/23:53%
CSN:MMSS3332 128/23:55%Z
PSN-004688 [
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5. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT AREA.

A. THE PROJECT AREA ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 0981 IS LOCATED ON A
EAST SOUTHEAST FACING SLOPE IN RUGGED MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN AT AN
ELEVATION OF 654 METERS ABOVE MEAN SEA LEVEL. ACCESS TO THE SITE IS
VIA A 55 MINUTE HELICOPTER RIDE FROM HANOI AND A 15 MINUTE WALK WEST
ALONG A RIDGE TO THE SITE.

B. THE SITE IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 75 METERS BELOW THE CREST
OF AN EAST/WEST TRENDING RIDGE IN A SMALL U-SHAPED VALLEY ONE
KILOMETER NORTH OF THE LAOS/VIETNAM BORDER. SEVERAL LARGE SECTIONS
OF THE AIRCRAFT INCLUDING BOTH ENGINES AND AFTERBURNERS, HORIZONTAL
TATI, STABILATOR, AND LARGE SEGMENTS OF WING REMAIN ON SITE '
(UNDISTURBED FROM PREVIOUS JFA). THESE AIRCRAFT PARTS LIE ON TWO
EROSION SHELVES THAYT ARE DIVIDED BY A 16 METER HIGH LEDGE.

C. THE ASPECT OF THE TERRAIN ON WHICH THE CRASH OCCURRED IS 115
DEGREES WITH A SLOPE THAT VARIES FROM 26 TO 80 DEGREES,

D. ON SITE VEGETATION CONSISTS OF BANANA AND BAMBOO TREES, OTHER
UNKNOWN SPECIES OF SMALL TREES, WEEDS, SMALL SHRUBS, AND GRASSES.
SEVERAL LARGE STANDING DEAD TREES AND 8TUMPS BUGGESTS THAT THE AREA
WAS PROBABLY COVERED BY DENSE TRIPLE CANCPY JUNGLE AT THE TIME OF THE
INCIDENT. THE PRESENCE OF CORN AND PUMPKIN INDICATE THAT THE SITE WAS
RECENTLY UTILIZED FOR SLASH AND BURN TYPE SUBSISTENCE HORTICULTURE.

E. THE SURFACE SOIL IS A REDDISH BLACK TO BROWN CLAYEY LOAM
INTERMIXED WITH GRAVEL, COBBLE, AND BOULDER-SIZE ROCK. PIECES OF
CHARCOAL ARE ALSO SCATTERED ACROSS THE SITE PROBABLY FROM RECENT
CULTIVATION ACTIVITIES.

6. FIELD METHOD.

A. THE TEAM CLEARED VEGETATION FROM AN ADDITIONAL 144 SQUARE
METER AREA, ENCOMPASSING THE UPPER (WESTERN) PORTION OF THE CRASH
STTE. IN ADDITION, RE2 CLEARED VEGETATION FROM A 112 SQUARE METER
AREA ON THE LOWER (NORTH CENTRAL) PERIMETER OF THE SITE. THESE NEWLY
CLEARED AREAS WERE ESTABLISHED TO ENCOMPASS PORTIONS OF THE SITE
WHICH WERE KNOWN TO CONTAIN LIFE SUPPORT EQUIPMENT (RECOVERED DURING
THE PREVIOUS JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY).

B. RE2 REMOVED TWO LARGE PIECES OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE FROM THE
LOWER PORTION OF THE SITE (AN ENGINE AND AN.AFTERBURNER) TO
FACILITATE EXCAVATION AND FOR SAFETY REASONS. THRESE PIECES WERE
MOVED TO LOCATIONS WHICH WERE NOT TARGETED FOR IMMEDIATE EXCAVATION
AND WERE PHOTOGRAPHED IN PLACE BEFORE AND AFTER REMOVAL.

C. RE2 RE-ESTABLISHED THE PREVIOUSLY USED SCREENING AREA
ADJACENT TC THE UPPER AREA OF THE SITE. RE2 ALSO SET UP A SECOND
SCREENING STATION ADJACENT TO THE LOWER AREA TARGETED FOR EXCAVATION.

D. THE TEAM EXCAVATED THE SITE USING STANDARD ARCHAEOLOGICAL
METHODS, INCLUDING THE USE OF RAKES, SHOVELS, TROWELS, HOES, PICRAXES
AND BUCKETS. BEFORE EXCAVATING A UNIT, THE TEAM RAKED ALL LEAF
LITTER FROM THE SURFACE AND SIFTED IT THROUGH QUARTER-INCH (1/4"%)
WIRE MESH SCREEN. THE TEAM ALSO DRY~SCREENED ALL EXCAVATED SOIL FROM
THE UNITS THROUGHA QUARTER-INCH (1/4") WIRE MESH. AMERICAN TEAM
MEMBERS EXAMINED THE RESIDUAL CONTENTS OF EACH SCREEN. THE TEAM
ANTHROPOLOGIST INSPECTEDR ALL MATERIALS BELIEVED TO BE REMAINS. THE

00468802125/ /113 2 AMA 0180 128/23:53%
CSN:MMSS3332 128/23:55%
PSN-004688 /
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LIFE SUPPORT TECHNICIAN (LST) EXAMINED ALL RECOVERED AIRCRAFT
MATERIALS AND RETAINED FOR FURTHER ANALYSIS ALL LIFE SUPPORT
EQUIPMENT AMD SIGNIFICANT AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE.

E. THE TEAM PHOTOGRAPHED THE SITE PRIOR TO, DURING, AND AFTER
EXCAVATION WAS SUSPENDED. .

F. RE2 PHOTOGRAPHED ALL WRECKAGE FROM EACH INDIVIDUAL 4 X 4-
METER UNIT IN OWlJOER TO DOCUMENT THE DENSITY OF WRECKAGE THROUGHOUT
THE SITE.

7. ARCHAECLOGICAL FINDINGS.

A. THE TEAM COMPLETED NINE 4 X 4-METER UNITS ON THE UPPER AREA
OF THE SITE (EIGHT COMPLETE UNITS AND TWQ HALF UNITS; ONE HALF UNIT
WAS ONE THAT HAD BEEN LEFT INCOMPLETE BY THE PREVIOUS RECOCVERY
ELEMENT DURING THE 44TH JFA, SEE REF B, WHILE THE OTHER HALF UNIT WAS
LEFT INCOMPLETE DUE TO ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS). IN ADDITION, RE2
EXCAVATED NINE 4 X 4-METER UNITS AND ONE 2 X 4-METER UNIT IN THE
LOWER PORTION OF THE SITE.

Tﬁﬁ B. RE2 RECOVERED TWO POSSIBLE HUMAN TEETH FROM THE LOWER AREA OF

SITE.

¢, THE TEAM RECOVERED ONE POSSIBLE HUMAN BONE FRAGMENT FROM THE
UPFPER AREA OF THE SITE.

D. RE2 RECOVERED FOUR POSSIBLE GLOVE FRAGMENTS, ONE WITH
POSSIBLE SOFT TISSUE ADHERING TO THE INTERIOR.

E. ALL RECOVERED ITEMS MENTIONED ABOVE WERE SIGNED OVER TO
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VNOSMP AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AT THE
UPCOMING JOINT FORENSIC REVIEW.

F. REZ EXCAVATED 296 SQUARE METERS (EIGHTEEN 4 X 4-METER SQUARES
AND ONE 2 X 4-METER SQUARE). ALL UNITS WERE EXCAVATED TO CULTURALLY
STERILE SQIL EXCEPT THE INCOMPLETE 4 X 4~-METER SQUARE IN THE UPPER
AREA. DEPTH OF EXCAVATED UNITS VARIED BETWEEN 30 TO 60 CENTIMETERS.

G. SLASH AND BURN AGRICULTURE, SOIL EROSION FROM MONSOON
SEASONS, AND POSSIBLE METAL SCAVENGING BY LOCAL VILLAGERS HAVE
ALTERED SITE INTRZSRITY.

H. THE TEAM RECOVERED NUMEROUS PILECES OF LIFE SUPPORT AND
COCKPIT~RELATED ITEMS DURING SURFACE SURVEY AND EXCAVATION. THE LIFE
SUPPORT TECHNICIAN'S FIELD ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERED
INDICATES THAT ONE INDIVIDUAL WAS IN THE AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME OF

b
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PRIORITY
P 071851Z MAY 97 ZYB PSN 626995H37
FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J3//

INFO AIG NINE SIX ZERO
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS//
CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB//

DIA WASHINGTON DC//CC//

USCINCPAC HONOLULD HI//J32//
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

AMFEMBASSY HANOT//CJTFFA DET TWO//

BT
UNCLAS [//NO03000//
SECTION 03 OF oo

MSGID/GENADMIN/CITF=FA/ ~/MAY//
SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION FOR CASE 0981//

RMKS / - |

TMPACT. |
I. THE SOTL COLORATION VARIES FROM UPPER TO LOWER AREAS, FROM

REDDISH BLACK (UPPER) TO BROWN (LOWER) CLAYEY LOAM CONTAINING GRAVEL,

COBBLE, AND BOULDER-SIZE ROCK. THE REDDISH BLACK SOIL IN THE UPPER

AREA REPRESENTS CARBONIZED SOIL THAT RESULTED FROM THE BURNING OF THE

AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE WHICH IMPACTED IN THE UPPER PORTION OF THE

MOUNTAIN. THIS SOIL IS ASSOCIATED WITH DENSE ATRCRAFT WRECKAGE AND

{gEgoﬂFINED IN AN ESTIMATED 24 (NORTH-SOUTH) X 28 (EAST-WEST) METER
J. THE BROWN SOIL OF THE LOWER AREA CONTAINED LITTLE ATRCRAFT

WRECKAGE, HOWEVER LIFE SUPPORT RECOVERED FROM THIS ARFA WAS DENSE.

RE2 RECOVERED ITEMS DURING THE ‘SURFACE SURVEY AS WELL AS FROM

EXCAVATION OF SUB-SURFACE SOTL. THE PATTERNING OF SUCH LIFE SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT INDICATES THAT THIS AREA IS A SECONDARY IMPACT ZONE, AND

THE MAJORITY OF MATERTAL LOCATED HERE IS PROBAHLY UNDISTURBED SINCE

THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT.

8, MATERIAL EVIDENCE.

A. THE TEAM RECOVERED VARIOUS PIECES OF AIRCREW-RELATED AND LIFE
SUPPORT EQUIPMENT ITEMS FROM THE CRASH SITE:

RTD: 000~000/COPTES :
004690/02123/ /113 1 AMA 0178  128/23:52%
CSN:MMSS3331 128/23:522
PEN-004650 /
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ONE PARACHUTE SUPPORT BRACKET.
ONE RT~10 SURVIVAL RADIO.
NUMEROUS PTECES OF LIFE RAFT MATERIAL.

SEViiAL PIECES OF LIFE PRESERVER MATERIAL.

ONE LAP BELT LUG (MALE).

SEVERAL TORSO HARNESS ADJUSTMENT BUCKLES.
THREE PARACHUTE RISER LINKS.
VARIOUS UNIDENTIFIED BUCKLES.
NUMEROUS UNIDENTIFIED PIECES OF METAL.

SEVERAL PIECES OF UNIDENTIFIED WEBBING.
PORTIONS OF PERSONAL LOWERING DEVICE WEBBING.
PORTIONS OF SURVIVAL KIT DROPLINE LANYARD,
NUMEROUS PORTIONS OF TORSO HARNESS WEBBING.
PIECES OF PARACHUTE PACK MATERIAL.

SEVERAL GROMMETS AND SNAPS,

VARTOUS ZIPPERS.

TWO PIECES OF VELCRO (HOOK).

UNIDENTIFIED PIECES OF CUSHIONING MATERIAL.
ONE MK-13 SIGNAL FLARE.

ONE LIFE PRESERVER INFLATION CYLINDER.

ONE LEG GARTER BUCKLE AND RELEASE.

ONE LEG RESTRAINT CORD SNUBBER UNTT.

ONE PIECE OF BOOT INSOLE MATERIAL.

ONE POSSIBLE ATRCRAFT OXYGEN HOSE STOWAGE CLIP.
UNKNOWN PIECES OF RUBBER.

UNIDENTIFIED PORTIONS OF CABLE.

PIECES OF SURVIVAL KIT MATERIAL.

TWO WEB BELT ADJUSTMENT BUCKLES.

PIECES OF TORSO HARNESS VEST MATERIAL.

ONF, OXYGEN HOSE CLAMP.

ONE PARACHUTE RESTRAINT STRAF BUCKLE.

ONE STROBE LIGHT BATTERY CAP.

TWO PARACHUTE RELEASES (BOTH IN THE CONNECTED POSITION).
POSSIBLE PIECES OF HELMET AND VISOR HOUSING.
ONE SURVIVAL KIT NEGATIVE G HOLD DOWN STRAP BUCKLE.,
ONE PERSONAL LOWERING DEVICE SNAP HOOK.

ONE ANTI G-SUIT CONNECTOR ' (ATRCRAFT) .

PIECES OF LOCAL AREA FLIGHT MAP.

ONE PORTION OF A LIFE RAFT REPAIR PLUG.

ONE PORTION OF ANTI G-SUTT WAIST PANEL.

ONE SURVIVAL KIT RUCKSACK ZIPPER.

PORTION OF THE SURVIVAL KIT LOCKING MECHANYSM.
NUMERQUS AMMUNITION CASINGS.

VARIOUS AMMUNITION PROJECTILES.

ONE TOURNIQUET BUCKLE. :

SEVERAL, PIECES OF SURVIVAL KIT.

ONE PLD CONNECTOR RING.

OXYGEN MASK COMMUNICATION CONNECTOR BRACKET.
ONE PIECE OF HELMET NAPE OR CHINSTRAP PAD.
ONE PLD BREAKER BAR.
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B. THE TEAM RECOVERED THE FOLLOWING AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE FROM THE
PROJECT AREA!
(1) DATA PLATES:

(A) ACFF MOD: F4
PART NO. 32-33001-319
CONT. NO.
SERIAL NO, MM 24-6

(B) ACFT Mob: F4
PART NO. 32-12003-308
CONT. NO.
SN R33~2135

(C) 2 F4
? 38102-307
? R11-267

(D) ACFP MOD: Fa
PART ? 53-77201-314
CONT ?2
7?7 NO A46-12

(E) METAL WITH NUMBERS
MBEU 880-H5ISS. 1

(F) FILTER A/B FUEL LINE TYPE
C/N G-ES874CB67PT
SERIAL NO! 7390
APM REPLACEABLE ELEMENT
PART NO: AC-3225EB-203
RATED FLOW 90 GBEM
RATED PRESSURE 900 PSIT
AIRCRAFT POUROUS MEDIA, INC
GLEN COVE ? N.

(G) GENERAL ELECTRIC
? ATRCRAFT GAS TURBINE
? JET PROPULSION
USAF MODEL J=79-GE-15
G.E. MODEL ?R~J-~79-15
SPEC. NO. E2027

BT
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NARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE
PRIORITY

P 071851Z MAY 97 ZYB PSN 626996H38

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/f33)/

INFO AIG NINE SIX ZERO
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS//
CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB//

DIA WASHINGTON DC//CC//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HY//J32//
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

AMEMBASSY HANOI//CJITFFR DET TWO//

BT
UNCLAS //NG3000//
SECTION 04 OF 05

HSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF—FA/—/MAY//
SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION FOR CASE 0981//

RMKS /
SERTAL, NO: GE=E=439906
CONTRACT NO: AF33(657)14478
(H) METAL, WITH NUMBERS MBEU 411PA.ISSUE 3
(2) ITEMS PHOTOGRAPHED AND LEFT AT THE SITE:
(A) TWO J79 JET ENGINES.
SB TWO J79 JET AFTERBURNERS.
C) TWO PORTIONS OF ATIRCRAFT WING.
(D} ONE ATRCRAFT STABILATOR (HORIZONTAL WING).
(E; PIECES OF UNIDENTIFIED WRECKAGE.
PORTION OF ATRCRAFT TALLCONE ASSEMBLY.

9. LIFE SUPPORT TECHNICIAN COMMENTS: . FTELD ANALYSTS OF THE PORTION

OF G-SUIT WAIST PANEL, BOOT INSOLE MATERIAL, PARACHUTE RELEASE, AND
SURVIVAL KIT LOCKING MECHANISM, INDICATE AT LEAST ONE INDIVIDUAL WASP/’
IN THE AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME OF IMPACT. THE DATA PLATE WITH SERTAL
NUMBER GE~£-439906, EXCLUSIVELY IDENTIFIES THE CRASH SITE AS THAT OF
THE ATRCRAFT INVOLVED IN THE CASE 0981 INCIDENT. JTF-FA DATA

INDICATE THAT THERE ARE NO OTHER F-4D CRASH SITES WITHIN FIFTEEN
KILOMETERS OF THE GRID COORDINATE 48Q VH 73341 77236. ITEMS

RECOVERED SUCH AS THE UNIDENTIFIED PIECES OF WEBBING, METAL, CLOTH

_ RTD:000-000/COPIES:
004691/02128/ /113 1 AMA 0182 128/23:57%
CSN:MM553334 128/23:57%
PSN~004691 /
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MATERIAL, PLASTICS, RUBBER, AND CUSHIONING MATERIAL REQUIRE FURTHER
ANALYSIS BY JTF-FA.

10. ANALYST/LINGUIST COMMENTS. THE JOINT TEAM RE-INTERVIEWED ONE
WITNESS, DURING TWO SEPARATE INTERVIEW SESSIONS, DURING THIS JFA.

A. NAME: VANG SU VANG (VANGF SU VANGF)

B. AGE: 36

. CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME AT RESIDENCE: BAN XA LAI
{(BANR XA LAI) HAMLET, XUAN NHA (XUAAN NHA) VILLAGE MOC CHAU (MOCT
CHAAU)} DISTRICT SON LA (SWON LA) PROVINCE, SINCE JAN 1991,

D. RESIDENCE DURING TIME OF INCIDENT: NAM KHAT (NAAMT KHATS)
VILLAGE, MU CANG CHAT DISTRICT YEN BAX PROVINCE.

E. CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER

F. OCCUPATION DURING TIME OF INCIDENT: N/A

G. RELIABILITY: RELIABLE. ,

H. BACKGROUND: A JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. VANG
DURING THE 38TH JFA AND A JOINT RECOVERY TEAM RE-INTERVIEWED MR. VANG
BRIEFLY DURING THE 43RD JFA AND DURING THE 44TH JFA.

I. STATEMENT: THE JOINT RECOVERY ELEMENT RE-INTERVIEWED MR. VANG
SEVERAL TIMES DURING THIS JFA TO CLARIFY HIS STATEMENTS DURING
PREVIOUS JFA?S. THEY ALSO ATTEMPTED TO VERIFY THE ORIGINAL LOCATICN
OF EVIDENCE WHICH THEY RECOVERED THUS FAR DURING THE JFA. MR. VANG'S
STATEMENTS DURING THIS OFA WERE CONSISTENT WITH HIS STATEMENTS DURING

REVIOQUS JFA'S, WITH THE FOLLOWING CLARIFICATIONS.

(1) IN FEBRUARY , MR. VANG DISCOVERED THE CRASH SITE
WHILE L.OORING FOR AN AREA TO CULTIVATE. ALL OF THE WRECKAGE, ToO
INCLUDE THE TWO ENGINES AND NUMEROUS SMALL PIECES OF WRECKAGE WAS IN
ONE CENTRAL AREA APPROMIMATELY 60 METERS FROM THE TOP OF THE RIDGE TC
THE WEST OF THE SITE. THE TWO ENGINES WERE LYING DIAGONALLY, SIDE~
BY~SIDE, WITH THE ENDS FACING NORTHWEST (NOTE: THE ORIGINAL LOCATION
OF THE ENGINES WAS PURPORTEDLY IN THE SECOND ROW OF PREVIOUSLY
EXCAVATED GRIDS OF THE UPPER AREA, COVERING THE SOUTH AND CENTRAL
GRID) . MANY LARGE ALUMINUM PIECES OF WRECKAGE LITTERED THE SITE.
THEY CONTINUED DIAGONALLY UP THE SLOPE FROM THE ENGINES, TO THE
NORTHWEST. THERE WERE NUMEROUS PIECES OF YBROWNISHY PARACHUTE
MATERIAL, "YELLOW-ORANGE" PARACHUTE MATERIAL, AND OTHER -
UNIDENTIFYABLE TYPES OF CLOTH SCATTERED TO! THE WEST OF THE WRECKAGE.
HE BEGAN SCAVENGING SMALL PIECES OF METAL AND WIRE FROM THE SITE
SHORTLY THEREAFTER. HE BELIEVES HE IS5 THE FIRST PERSON TO FIND THE
EITE, DUE TO THE REMOTE LOCATION AND CONDITION OF TIIE SITE. NIE DID
NOT SEE A HELMET, PISTOL, OR EJECTION SEAT AT THE SYITE. TO HIS
KNOWLEDGE ALL WRECKAGE, TO INCLUDE SMALIL PARTS, WAS LOCATED ON OR
NEAR THE UPPER LOCATION. ;

(2) IN 1992, MR. VANG FOUND A SMALL PIECE OF BONE AT THE ‘
CRASH SITE. 1IN 1993, HE USED SLASH AND BURN AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES
TO CLEAR THE AREA FROM THE TOP OF THE RIDGE TO THE WEST OF THE HILL, -
DOWN TC THE STREAM AT THE BASE OF THE MOUNTAIN, TO THE EAST OF THE
CRASH SITE. HE BEGAN GROWING CORN AND PUMPKIN ON THE SITE AND GREW
RICE TC THE NORTH OF THE S1ITE. THE BANANA. TREES. GROW NATURALLY -ON:
THE SITE. HE USED A HOE TO RARE THE SOIL TO A DEPTH OF NO MORE THAN

004691702128/ . f113 2 AMA 0182 128/23:572
CSN:MMSS83334 128/23:572
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THREE OR FOUR CENTTMETERS AND DID NOT DIG DEEP DURING PLANTING, BUT
MERELY MADE AN INDENTATION IN THE SOTL WITH HIS HOE AND INSERTED
SEEDS. MR. VANG CULTIVATED THE AREA FROM THE TOP OF THE RIDGE
HALFWAY DOWN THE MOUNTAINSIDE TO WHERE THE ENGINES AND LARGE PIECES
OF WRECKAGE CURRENTLY LIE. MR. KHUA, THE BAN ¥A LAY HAMLET CHIEF,
CULTIVATES FROM THE HALFWAY POINT DOWN TO THE STREAM AT THE BASE OF
THE MOUNTAIN. THEY ARE THE SOLE CULTIVATORS OF THE AREA WHERE THE
CRASH SITE IS LOCATED, SINCE MR. VANG DISCOVERED THE SITE IN 1991.

(3) MR. VANG CONTINUED TO SLASH AND BURN THE AREA OF THE
UPPER SITE THROUGHOUT THE FIRST YEAR OF CULTIVATION. DURING THIS
TIME, MUCH OF THE PARACHUTE MATERIAL AND CLOTH ITEMS BURNED OR
MELTED. HE LEFT THE LARGE WRECKAGE IN PLACE, BUT IT WAS HINDERING
HIS CULTIVATION OF THE SLOPE. THEREFORE, IN 1994 OR 1995, HE
CARRIED ALL OF THE LARGE PIECES DOWNHILL APPROXIMATELY 30 METERS AND
THREW THEM FURTHER DOWN THE SLOPE. HE USED A PIECE OF BAMBOO AS A
LEVER TO ROLL THE ENGINES DOWNHILL AND THEY REMAINED IN THE LOCATIONS
WHERE THEY SETTLED. ADDITIONALLY, AS HE PREPARED THE SLOPE FOR
CULTIVATION, HE FOUND SMALL UNIDENTIFIED PLECES OF WRECKAGE, DATA
PLATES, AND PERSONAL GEAR. HE THREW THE PTECES DOWN THE SLOPE BEHIND
HIM, IN RANDOM DIRECTIONS, AS HE CLEARED.

(4) MR. VANG INDICATED THE TRAIL OF SMALL PIECES OF WRECKAGE
CONTINUES 20 METERS UPHILL, FROM THE TOP OF THE FOURTH ROW OF GRIDS.
THE WRECKAGE TRAIL IS APPROXIMATELY ONE FOUR-METER GRID WIDE AND IS
CENTERED ON THE ,CURRENT CENTER COLUMN OF GRIDS IN THE UPPER
EXCAVATION AREA. THE WRECKAGE TRAYL NARROWS DOWN TO A POINT AND
DISAPPEARS COMPLETELY 10 METERS DOWNHILYL (EAST) FROM A TALL, ROTTEN,
FORKED TREE WHICH OVERLOOKS THE SITE.

(5) MR. VANG SAW A "WALKIE-TALKTE TYPE" HAND~HELD RADIO AT
THE BOTPOM RIGHT HAND CORNER OF THE WESTERNMOST CENTER GRID SQUARE OF
THE UPPER AREA. MANY UNKNOWN INDIVIDUALS VISITED THE SITE, FROM
SHORTLY AFTER HE FOUND THE SITE UNTIL PRESENT, TO SCAVENGE METAL.
SOME OF THEM CAME FROM THANH HOA PROVINCE. THEY TRAMPLED THE RADIO
UNDERFOOT AND HE HAS NOT SEEN IT SINCE THEN. HE ALSO FOUND WHAT HE
INTTIALLY THOUGHT WAS A THREE CENTIMETER LONG PIECE OF ALUMINUM IN
THE SAME LOCATION. HOWEVER, WHEN HE SCRAPED THE PIECE, IT CRUMBLED.
MR. VANG CLAIMS THIS WAS A PTECE OF BONE. HE LATER FOUND AN

//
BT
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NARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE
PRIORITY

P 071851Z MAY 97 ZYB PSN 626998H40

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J3/[/

INFO AIG NINE SIX ZERO

SECSTATE WASHINGION DC//CA/OCS/ACTS//
CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/TIB//

DIA WASHINGTON DC//CC//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J32//
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

AMEMBASSY HANOI//CJITFFA DET TWO//

BT
UNCLAS //N03000//
FINAL SECTION OF 05

MSGID/GENADMIN/CITF-FA/~/MAY/
SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION FOR CASE 0981//

RMKS/
"IDENTLFICATION TAG" (ID TAG) AT THE SAME LOCATION. HOWEVER, THE
“TAG" HAD UNRECALLED WORDS PRINTED IN BLACK LETTERING, RATHER THAN
ENGRAVED INTO THE METAL., HE DROPPED THE TAG ON THE GROUND CLOSE TO
WHERE HE FOUND IT {NOTE: REZ FOUND AN INFORMATIONAL INSTRUCTION
PLATE IN THIS GENERAL LOCATION). HE FOUND ANOTHER PIECE OF BONE IN
THE UPPER SITE IN APRIL 1996. HE KEPT THIS WITH THE OTHER PTECE
UNTTIL HE TURNED IT OVER TO A JOINT RECOVERY TEAM IN JANUARY 1997 (REF

B). _

‘ (6) MR. VANG WAS CERTAIN ALL OF THE WRECKAGE TO INCLUDE
PERSONAL GEAR, WAS IN THE UPPER CENTRAL LOCATION. HE GREW PUMPKIN ON
THE STEEP, ROCKY, SLOPE WHERE THE JOINT.RECOVERY TEAM ESTABLISHED THE
LOWER EXCAVATION AREA. HE DID NOT .FIND.ANY WRECKAGE IN THIS AREA,
BUT ADMITTED HE ONLY INSERTED THE SEEDS A FEW CENTIMETERS INTO THE
S0IL. AND ONLY TURNED THE SOIL WHERE HE PLANTED. HE CONSIDERED LOCAL
HEARSAY OF UNNAMED VILLAGERS FINDING ADDITIONAL REMAINS AT THE SITE
TO BE FALSE. HE SAID HE WAS THE FIRST PERSON TO DISCOVER THE SITE
AND HAS CULTIVATED THE AREA FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS. ALTHOUGH OTHERS
HAVE SCAVENGED THE SITE FOR WRECKAGE, HE SAID HE WOULD XKNOW IF -ANYONE
FOUND REMATNS THERE. MHE REITERATED THAT HE SHOWED THE JOINT RECOVERY
TEAM DURING THE 44TH JFA THE MOST LIKELY LOCATION WHERE-HE THOUGHT WE

RTD: 000-000/COPIES:
00469302129/ /113 1 AMA 0183  128/23:57%
CSN:MMSS3335 128/23:57% -
PSN-004683 /
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WOULD FIND THE PILOT'S REMATNS AND INDICATED THE LOWER RIGHT CORNER
OF THE CENTER GRID IN THE FIFTH ROW OF THE UPPER EXCAVATION AREA. HE
BASED HIS OPINION ON THE LOCATION OF THE RADIO, THE PROBABLE RONE
FRAGMENT AND "ID TAG" OR DATA PLATE HE FQUND, AND THE AMOUNT OF
PERSONAL GEAR HE FOUND AT THAT LOCATION. MR. VANG DID NOT FIND ANY
OFTHER REMAINS AT THE SITE OTHER THAN THOSE HE PREVIOUSLY TURNED OVER
TQ A JOINT TEAM. HE DOES NOT KNOW OF ANYONE WHO EVER FOUND REMAINS
AT THE SITE OR WHO IS CURRENTLY HOLDING WRECKAGE FROM THE SITE.

11. EOD TECHNICIAN COMMENTS. NONE.

12. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. MATERIAL EVIDENCE THE TEAM RECOVERED DURING THE PROJECT
INRICATES THAT ONE PERSON WAS IN THE AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME OF IMPACT.
AIRCRAFT PARTS REMAINING ON SITE WHICH INCLUDES BOTH ENGINES,
AFTERBURNERS, AND HORIZONTAL TAIL STABILATOR ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 0981l.

B. REJ SUSPENDED EXCAVATION OF THE SITE ON 07 APRIL 19%7. BASED
ON THE RATE OF EXCAVATION DURING THE 45TH JFA AND THE ESTIMATED
NUMBER OF GRIDS TQO BE EXCAVATED (APPROXIMATELY 70 4 X 4-METER UNITS),
IT I8 ESTIMATED THAT IT MAY TAKE ONE STANDARD RECOVERY TEAM AUGMENTED
WITH FIVE TO Ei<al PERSONNEL 40 TO 60 EXCAVATION DAYS (ONE TO ONE AND
ONE-HALF JFA'S) TO COMPLETE CASE 0981.

C. EXCAVATION OF THIS SITE REQUIRES THE SITE TO BE DRY. RAIN
HAS PLAGUED THIS EXCAVATION FROM THE START. THE TRAIL FROM THE BASE
CAMP TO THE SITE AND THE SITE ITSELF BECOME HAZARDOUS AFTER ANY HEAVY
RAIN, RAIN PREVENTED EXCAVATION OF THE SITE ON EIGHT DAYS AND CAUSED
WORK TQ BE CANCELED ON TWO ADDITIONAL DAYS ONCE WORK HAD BEGUN. WET
SCREENING OF THIS SITE IS NOT AN OPTION AS THERE IS NO AVATLABLE
WATER SOURCE NEAR THE SITE.

D. LOCAL VILLAGERS, TO INCLUDE THE WITNESS, INDICATED THE BEST
TIME TO EXCAVATE THIS SITE IS DURING OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER. THE DRY
SEASON IS FROM OCTOBER THROUGH JANUARY. ALTHOUGH THE TEMPERATURE IS
COLD, THE SOIL REMAINS DRY THROUGHOUT THESE MONTHS, WITH NO RAIN.

THE RAINY SEASON IS FROM MARCH THROUGH SEPTEMBER. ALTHOUGH MARCH:AND
APRIL ARE VERY HOT, INTERMITTENT SHOWERS OCCUR AITMOST DAILY.

i3. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS.

A. CONCUR WITH THE LIFE SUPPORT TECHNICIAN AND ANTHROPOLOGIST'S
RECOMMENDATIONS AND FINDINGS.

B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION: THROUGHOUT THE JOINT
EXCAVATION, THE U.S. ELEMENT RECEIVED EXCELLENT COOPERATION FROM
THEIR VI?TNAMESE COUNTERPARTS AT ALL LEVELS (CENTRAL, PROVINCIAIL, AND
DISTRICT) .

C. DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS: NONE.//

BT
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ROUTINE

ORIGINAL

PAGE B1 b6l
INFO:  USA CENTRAL [D LABORATORY B1)
------------------------- /1L A1 1
RTTUZYUN RUHPSGGS83T 1610752-UUUY--RUHVARA
INR VUL
R 1867121 JUK 97 1B
FH COR JTF-FA HONOLULU H1//J2//
TO fHWRAAA/HQ AFPG RANDOLPH BFE TX//DPWCM//
{HFD RHEHNSC/WH ITE KOUSE MATIONAL SECURITY COUNGIL WASH DC
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP: I1SA/DRMO//
RUENC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DG//CA7OCS/COS/EAP/ULG//
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//db//
RUEKD{A/DIA WASHINGTON BC
REHMUKA/USCINCGPAC HONOLULU H1//J2/334038-H71
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAL LO WASHINGTON DG
RUEAIIAZCIA WASHINGTON BC//DEASSEA/IB/DDOJEA/ICOG//
RUENBT/USBAD BARGKOE TH//PY-HIA//
RUMVARA/CDRUSACSLIE HICKAR AFB H1//TAPC-PED-H//
BT
UNCLAS //NBIAGR//
SECTION 1 OF B1
MSGID/GENADNIN/CDR JTF-FAZI22Y//
HSGID/GENADRIN/CDR JTF-FA/IL/S
SUBJ/ANRLYSIS OF MATERIAL- EVDENCE ASSOGIATED WITH GASE D38i//
REF/A/RMG/COR JTF-FA/BT18R] MAY 97//
AHPN/DETAILED SEARCH AMD RECOVERY REPORT OF CASE B381//
RHKS/1. FROM 12 MARCH THROUGH 12 APRIL 1397, A JOINT US/SRY
TEAM RECOVERED A SUSPECTED F-4D CRASH SITE AT GRID COGRDINATES 480 WH
73341 77236 IK SON LA PROVINCE, VIETHAH. JTF-FA ANALYSIS IADICATES
THE [TEHS RECOVERED CORRELATE EXCLUSIVELY TO THE RIRCRAFE INVOLVED 1N
THE CASE G981 HGIDENT.
2. THE TEAN RECOVERED THE FOLLONING AIRCREW RELATED [TEMS:
ONE PARACKUTE SUPPORT BRACKET
ONE RT-12 SURVIVAL RADIO.
NUHERQUS PIECES OF LIFE RAFT MATERIAL.
SEVERAL PIECES OF L{FE PRESERVER MATERIAL.
OME LAP BELT LUG (NALED,
SEYERAL TORSO HARKESS ADJUSTHENT BUCKLES.
THREE PARACRUTE RISER LINES,
VARIOUS UNIDENTIF iED BUCKLES
KUNEROL'S UNIDENTIFLED PIECES OF METAL.
SEVERAL PIECES OF UMIDENTIFIED WEBBING
PORTHONS OF PERSOMAL LOWERING DEVICE WEBBING
PORTEONS OF SURVIVAL KT DROPLINE LANYARD,
HUMEROUS PORTIONS OF TORSO HARKESS WEBDING
PIECES OF PARACHUTE PACK MATERIAL.
SEUERAL GROMHETS AND SNAPS
VARIQUS ZIPPERS,
TWO PIECES OF VELCRG ®MOOR),
UNIDEWTIFEED PIECES OF CUSHIOHING MATERIAL.
OME HK-13 SIGHAL FLARE
ONE L1FE PRESERVER IRFLATION CYLINDER.
ONE LEG GARTER BUCKLE AND RELEASE.
ONE LEG RESTRAINT CORD SHUBBER UNIT
OKE PIECE OF BOOT INSOLE MATERIAL
OKE POSSIBLE AIRCRATT OXYGEN HOSE STOWAGE CEIP.
UNKHOWN PLECES OF RUBBER.
UNEDENTIFEED PORTIORS OF CABLE.
PIEGES OF SURVIVAL KIT MATERIAL.
THO WEB BELT ADJUSTHENT BUCKLE.
PIECES F TORSO HARNESS VEST MATERIAL.
ONE OXYGEN KOSt C1AMP
DNE PARACHUTE RESTRAINT STRAP BUCKLE.
ONE STROBE LEGHT BATTERY GAP
TWO0 PARACKUTE RELEASES (BOTE IN THE CONNECTED POSITLON
POSSEBLE PEECES OF HELMET AHD VISOR HOUSING.
ONE SURVIVAL ¥1T MEGATIVE G HOLD DOWN STRAP BUCKLL.
JJ. ONE PERSONAL LOWERING DEVICE SNAP HOOK
ONE AHTI G-SLIT CONNECTOR (AIRCRAFTY.
FIEGES OF tOCAL AREA FLIGHT HAP.
BN PORTION OF A LIFE RAFT REPAIR PLUG

(TOTAL COPIES: BO1)
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RUHPSGE 5833 SECTION 81 OF B2
NN OME PORTION OF ANTY G-SUIT WAIST PAREL
00. OHE SURVIVAL KIT RUCKSACX ZIPPER
PP, PORTION OF THE SURVIVAL KIT LOCKING HECHANISH
Q0. HUMEROUS AMMUXITION CASINGS.
RR.  VARIQUS AMHUKITION PROJECTILES.
§S. ONE TOURNIGUET BUCKLE.
TT, SEVERAL PIECES OF SURVIVAL KIT.
OU. ONE PLD CONNECTOR RING
WY, QXYGEN MASK COMMUNICATION CONKECTOR BRACKET
WY, ONE PIEGE OF HELHET NAPE OR CHINSTRAP PAD
XX. ONE PLD BREAKER BAR

86611

3. THE TEAH RECOVERED THE FOLLOWING AIRCRAFT RELATED ITEMS:

DATA PLATES WITH THE FOLLOWING:
A. ACFT MD: ¥4
PART No. 32-33801-319
CONT.  NO.
SEREAL HO.
B. ACET HOD: F4
PART KO. 32-11003-388
CONT. MO,
SN R33-2135
£ 1H
7 38182-30
T R11-267
0. ACFT HOD: F4
PART 7 53-77281-314
GONT
11 HO Ad6-12
E. HETAL WITH KUMBERS
HREU 88B-H5188.1
F. FILTER A/B FUEL LIKE TYPE
C/N G-EB74CBEIP
SERIAL HO: 7390
APH REPLACEABLE ELEHERT
PART #0: AC-1225EB-103
RATED FLOK 90 GPH
RATER PRESSURE 906 PSE
AIRCAAFT POUROUS HEDIA: INC GLEM
COVE ? N,
G. GENERAL ELECTRIC
7 RRCRAFT GAS TURBINE
7 JET PROPULS10K
USAE MODEL J-73-GE-1%
G.E. MODEL 7E-J-79-15
SPEC. Mo. E207
SER{AL NO: GE-E-433306
CONTRACT ¥0: AF33 (657)14478
H. HETAL WITH HUMBERS HBEU 41iPA. 1SSUE 3
§. - ITEMS PHOTOCRAPHER AND LEFT AT THE S1TE
A TWO d78 JET ENGINES
B. TWG J79 JET AFTERBURNERS
C. TWO PORTIONS OF AIRCRAFT WIKG
D. OHE RIRCRAFT STABILATOR (HORITIONTAL WLNGI.
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70 RENRAAA/HQ AFPC RANDOLPH AFE TX//DPWCH//
INFO REEMNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHENGTON BC//USDP: ISA/DPHO//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASKINGTON DC//CA/OCS/COS/EAP/ULC//
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//JS//
RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DE
REHMURA/USCINCPAC HOKOLULD RI//02/J3/430-H1/
RUEKJCS/USCINGPAC LO WASHINGTOR D
RUEATLA/CTA MASHINGTON BC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EAS 1GOG//
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//
RUNVUAAA/CORUSACILH| HICKAM AFE HI//TAPC-PEB-H//
BT
UNCLAS //NB3468//
FINAL SEGTION OF B2
HSGAD/GENADHEN/CDR JTF-FAZI222//
MSGAD/GENADHIN/COR JTF-FASI2IS
SUBJ/AKALYSIS OF MATERIAL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATER WITH CASE 89817/
RHES/
E. PIECES OF UNIDENTIFIED WRECKAGE.
F. PORTION OF A{RCRAFT TAHCONE ASSEMBLY.
JIF-FA ANALYS!S INDICATES: THE PARACHUTE SUPPORT BRACKET (PARA 2AF IS
-FRON THE KARTSN BAKER EJEGTION SEAT. THE RESTRAINT BUCKLE tPARA
2EE) S USED TO SECYRE THE PARACHUTE TO THE SUPPORT BRACKET. THE RT1E
RADIO (PARA 2B) IS A SURVIVAL RABEQ USED BY CREMMAN DURING
EMERGEHCIES. THE LIFE RAFT MATERiOL (PARA 2C)r LIFE PRESERVER
MATEREAL (PARA 203 AND INFLATION CYLTKDER (PARA 2T) ARE FLOTATION
DEVICES USED 8Y DOWHED CREWMEHBERS. THE LAP BELT LUG (PARA 2E} 13
USED TO SECURE THE CREWHEMBER 10 THE EJECTION SERT. THE TORSG HARNESS
ADSUSTHENT BUCKLES (PARA 2F). WEBBING PARA IM:. VEST MATERIAL
(PARA 2CC) AND RELEASES (PARA 2GG! ARE WORH ON THE UPPER BODY AND
USED SECURE THE CREMEMBER TO THE PARACHUTE. TWO OF THE RISER LIHKS
PARA 261 ARE FROM THE PERSONAL PARACHUTE THE THIRD LIKK 1S FROM THE
AIRCRAFT’S DRAG CHUTE. THE PORTIONS OF LOWERING DEVICE (PARA 2K)
SHAP HOOK (PARA 2443, COMNECTOR RING (PARA 2UU). AHD BREAKER BAR
(PARA 2XXI ARE USED BY CREWMEMDERS TO LONER THEMSELUES TO THE GROUND
IN CASE OF TREE LANDIKG. THE PIECES OF CHUTE PACK MATERIAL (PARA 2M)
HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS DECELERATION CHUTE MATERTAL WHICH 1S USED BY
THE PIEOT 70 SLOW THE AIRCRAFT DOWN DURING LANDINGS. THE KIT HATERIAL
(PARA 2041« HOLD DOWN BUCKLE (PARA 2112 DROP L1KE LAMYARD (PARA
HLbe LOCKING HECHANESH (PARA 2PP). AHD PIEGES OF SURVIVAL KIT
(PARA 27Ty ARE FROM THE SURVIVAL K11 WHICH IS INSTALLED Ik THE
EJECTION SEAT. THE SiGNAL FLARE (PARA 251 AND STROBE LIGHT CAP (PARA
IFFY ARE EMERGENCY SIGNALING DEVICES USED BY DOWNED CREWHEMBERS
THE LEG GARTER BUCKLE (PARA 20}, RESTRAINT CORD SNUBBER (PARA 2Ui:
HETAL WITH NUMBERS (PARA 3E) AND METAL WITH NUMBERS (PARR 3K} ARE
PARTS FROK THE HARTIN BAKER EJECTION SEAT. THE BOOT IKSOLE MATERIAL
(PARA 24 {5 USED BY AIRCREW MEMBERS TO AIDE IN WATER DRAIN OFf AND
PROHOTE AIRFLOW TO HELP KEEP FEET DRY 14 TROPICAL ENVIRONMENTS. Tt
PORTIONS OF CABLE IPARA 220 1S AN EHERGENCY OXYGEN BOTTLE PULL RING
WHICK 1S INSTALLED ENSIDE OF THE SURVIVAL KIT. THE ADJUSTMEWT
BUCKLES (FARA 2BB) ARE USED T0 37 THE BELT TO THE RESPECTIVE WEARER.
THE HOSE GLAMP I(PARA 2000 1S PART OF THE ONYGEN DELIVERY HOSE WHICH
I$ WORN A7 ALL TYMES DURING FLIGHT. THE G-SULT GONNECTOR [PARA 2KK)
AND WAIST PANEL (PAA 2NN ARE USED BY THE CREWKEMBER DURING FLIGHT
T8 AVOID POOLING OF BLOOD FO THE LOWER PORTIONS OF THE BODY. THE
LOCAL AREA FLIGHT MAP (PARA 2LL* 1S YSED BY CREWMEMBERS TO MAP ROUTES
OF FLIGHT, THE RAFT REPAIR PLUG (PARR 24h 1S DURING EMERGENCIES TO
REPAIR LIFE RAFTS THAT HAVE BEEN PUNCTURED. THE RUCKSACE LIPPER
PARA (200: [$ USED 7O SEAL ITEHS NSIDE OF THE SURVIVAL KiT. THE
BUCKLE [PARA 2SS) S A FIRST AIBE DEVICE USED BY THE GREWMEMBER. THE
OXYGEK HASE COMHUN'CATION BRACKET (PARA 2VVI IS FROM TRE AIRTREW
OXYGER ARD COMMUN ICATIONS SYSTEX WHICK 1S WORN AT ALL TIMES DURING
FLIGKT. THE WAPE OF CKIK FAD (PARE W ARE PART OF A HELMET WHICK
[§ USEL 30 IRTEGRATE THE COMMUNICATION ANE OXYGEN SYSTER WRILE

RUHPSEG 554G SEGTION 82 OF 82  B6e61d
PROVIDING PROTECTION. THE DATA PLATE (PARR JAI IS FROM THE AFT
FUSELAGE ASSEMBLY OF THE F4D AIRCRAFT ONLY. THE DATA PLATE (FARA 1)
IS FROM THE LEFT HAND OUTBOARD SPOILER ASSEMBLY USED ON ALL MODELS
OF THE F4, THE DATA PLATE (PARA 3}F 1S FRON AN AFTER BURNER FILTER
ELEMENT USED ON J79 ENGINES. THE DATA PLATE (PARA 36 [S FROM A
GENERAL ELECTRIC J79-15 EKGINE, SERIAL NUMBER GE-E-433945. THE
REMAINING ITENS COULD NOT BE FURTHER IDENTIFIED.
5, JTF-FA COMMEMES: THE DATA PLATE WITH SERIAL NUMBER GE-E-43390%
CORRELATES WITH THE NUMBER TO ENGINE OF THE FAD ASSOCIATED ¥ITH
CASE 0981, THE RECOVERY OF AIRCREW RELATED ITEHS FROM THE CRASK
SITE ENBICATE AT LEAST ONE CREWMEMBER WAS N THE A'RCRAFT AT THE
TIME OF |MPACT. THERE ARE NO OTHER CRASH SITES WITHIN 15 KiLOMETERS
OF GRID COORDINATES 48C WM 73341 77236
6. FOR HO AFPL: THIS NFORMATION 1S FORWARDED FOR APPROPREATE
ACTEON. A COPY OF REF A WAS PROVIDED ON 14 ¥AY 37
1. EVAL/KW/S
BT
#5848

1020181
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INFO AIC 960

SECSTATE WASHINGTON. DC//CA/QCS/ACS//

CLA WASHINGTON DC

DIA WASHINGTON DC//

f/COEASEAL B/ /
cc//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J32//

USCINCPAC LO WASH

INGTON DC

AMEMBASSY HANOI//CJTFFA DET TWO//

‘SAFE WASHINGTON D

<

XMT AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH//JTF~FA DET FOUR//

UNCLAS //N03000/

MSGID/GENADMIN/CJ

/
TF-FA/-/JAN//

SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT GF EXCAVATION QF CASE 0981//

REF/A/RMG/CDR JTF
REF/B/RMG/CDR JTF
REF/C/RMG/CDR JTF
REF/D/RMG/CDR JTF
REF/E/RMG/CDR JTF
REF/F/RMG/CDR JTF
REF/G/1:150,000 MA

RMKS/1. REFERENC

A. REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF 48TH JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY
(JFR) CONDUCTED IN VIETNAM FROM 07 NOVEMBER THROUGH

06 DECEMBER 1997.
B. REF B IS
CONDUCTED DURING
C. REF C Is
CONDUCTED DURING
D. REF D Is
INVESTIGATION OF

/006
Date In: 01/06/98

-FA, HONOLULU,
~FA, HONOLULU,
-FA, KONOLULU,
~FA, HONOLULU,
-FA, HONOLULU,
-FA, HONCLULU,
P

ES.

THE DETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION FOR CASE 0981

THE 45TH JFA,

THE DETATILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION FOR CASE 0981

THE 44TH J¥A.

THE 2], NOVEMBER 1995 DETAILED REPORT OF

CASE 0981.
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E. REF E IS THE 29 MARCH 1994 DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
OF CASE 0981.

F. REF F IS THE 22 NOVEMBER 1593 DETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION
FOR CASE 0981,

G. MAP DATA: NAME: MVONG LAT; SHEET: 5960 IYI; SERIES!:
L7014; EDITION: 1-AMS, .

2. SUMMARY OF EXCAVATION. .

A. CASE (0S81: FROM (8 THROUGH 30 NOVEMBER 18597, DURING THE 48TH
JFA, RECOVERY ELEMENT FOUR (RE4) EXCAVATED A CRASH SITE ASSOCIATED
WITH CASE 0981 IN MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE, SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV). THIS CASE INVOLVES THE 10 JANUARY 1968
LOSS OF AN F—-4D AIRCRAFT WHILE ON A COMBAT ATR PATROL MISSION OVER
NORTH VIETNAM RESULTING IN ONE UNACCOUNTED~FOR INDIVIDUAL. RE4
EXCAVATED A TOTAL OF 484 SQUARE METERS DURING THIS JFA. THE CRASH
SITE IS LOCATED AT GRID COORDINATE 480 VH 73367 77268. THE TEAM
RECOVERED THREE POSSTBLE HUMAN TEETH AND SEVERAL POSSIBLE HUMAN BONE
FRAGMENTS. ALL REMAINS ARE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE VNOSMP AND WILL
BY, AVAILABLE AT THE MEXT JOINT FOQRENSIC REVIEW. THE TEAM
ANTHROPOLOGIST, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE TEAM LEADER, SUSPENDED
QPERATICNS ON 30 NOVEMBER 1997. THIS SITE IS RECOMMENDED FOR FURTHER
EXCAVATION. THE TEAM RECEIVED EXCELLENT COOPERATION FROM THEIR
VIETNAMESE COUNTERPARTS.

BE. U.s. TEAM MEMEERS:

CPT MITCHELL JOHNSON TEAM LEADER
DR. ROBERT PASTOR TEAM ANTHROPOLOGIST
SFC FRANK NAPOLEON TEAM SERGEANT
SMSGT BOBRY TREXLER LIFE SUPPORT TECHNICIAN
TSGT DAVID ROSE EOD TECHNICIAN
S5G MICHAEL SZKODZINSKI ANALYST/LINGUIST
SGT STEVE ROTHRGCK ANALYST/LINGUIST
SFC ANDREW RHOADES TEAM MEDIC
S8GT RAYMOND REED TEAM PHOTOGRAPHER
SGT DOUG MITCHELL TEAM PHOTOGRAPHER
TSGT BRIAN MITCHELL COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST
SFC ALAN PURCELL MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
SFC GEORGE HAMPTON MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
858G SHAVETTA TRAMMELL MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
535G JEFFERSON PREVOST MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
88G TOMMY MURPHY MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
S8G DAVID RODRYGUEZ MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
SSG SHEILA SMITH MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
§5G WILFREDO BUEN MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
S5G CEDRIC RIGGINS MORTUARY AFFAYRS SPECIALIST
SGT MICHAEL HENSHAW. MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST

C. VIETHMAMESE CENTRAIL GOVERNMENT TASX TEAM: .
DOAN TAN (DOANF TAAN) TEAM LEADER/MINISTRY

OF DEFENSE
PHAM THI KATI (PHAMJ THIJ KAIF) TEAM MEMBER
/006 2 of 9 0518182 JAN 98
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BUI HOANG LONG (BUIF HOANGF LONG) TEAM MEMBER
TRAN QUOC KHANH (TRAANF QUOOCS KHANHS) TEAM MEMBER
DAO VAN QUY (DAOF VAWN QUYX) TEAM MEMBER
D. SON LA PROVINCE TASK TEAM:
DO DANG CHEN (DOOX DAWNG CHEN) TEAM LEADER
VU TIEN HOAN (VUX TIEENS HOANF) TEAM MEMBER
NGUYEN VAN DAN (NGUYEENX VAWN ZAAN) TEAM MEMEER
LO VANG ANG (LOF VAWN AWNG) TEAM MEMBER
NGUYEN TRONG ANH (NGUYEENX TRONG ANHS) TEAM MEMBER

E. MOC CHAU DISTRICT TASK TEAM:
NGUYEN THANH BINH (NGUYEENX THANH BINHF} TEAM MEMBER

TRAN VAN LAU (TRAANF VAWN LAAUF) TEAM MEMBER

LE TRONG BEN (LEE TRONGJ BEN) TEAM MEMBER
F. 473 BORDER DEFENSE POST:

TA QUANG TIEN (TAJ QUANG TIEENS) TEAM MEMBER

LO HUU THANG (LOF HWUX THAWNGS) TEAM MEMBER

VANG A DIA (VANGF A ZIA) TEAM MEMBER
G. XUAN NHA (XUAAN NHA) VILLAGE TASK TEAM:

LY A LU (LIS A LUR) TEAM MEMBER

NWGUYEN TIEN DAT (NGUYEENX TIEENS DATJ) TEAM MEMBER

3. BACKGROUND:

A. THIS CASE INVOLVES THE 10 JANUARY 1968 LOSS OF AN F~4D
AIRCRAFT WHILE ON A COMBAT AIR PATROL MISSION OVER NORTH VIETNAM
RESULTING IN ONE UNACCOUNTED-FOR INDIVIDUAL. THE AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK
BY A SURFACE-TO~AIR MISSILE. ONE INDIVIDUAL SUCCESSFULLY EJECTED,
WAS CAPTURED, AND RETURNED TG¢ THE U.S. DURING ?0PERATION HOMECOMING?,
THE SECOND INDIVIDUAL REMAINS UNACCOUNTED-FOR.

B. ©ON 11 NOVEMBER 1993 DURING THE 26TH JFA, A JOINT
U.3./SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) INVESTIGATION ELEMENT (IE)
TRAVELED TO XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE TO
CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION OF CASE 0981, THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO
WITNESSES WHO PROVIDED LIMITED INFORMATION WHICH CORRELATES TO THIS
CASE. BOTH WITNESSES REPORTED FINDING AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE
APPROXIMATELY 25 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF XUAN NHA VILLAGE NEAR A JUNGLE
STREAM IN SQUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE IN JULY 1977. A HELMET, A BADLY
BURNT PARACHUTE, A SEAT, AND A PISTOL WERE FOUND 50 METERS FROM THE
WRECKAGE. ONE WITNESS STATED AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE WAS STREWN OVER A 200
METER AREA AND THAT MOST OF THE LARGER PORTIONS HAD BEEN WASHED AWAY.
THE TEAM WAS NOT ABLE TO SURVEY EITHER THE SITE REPORTED BY THE
WITNESSES OR THE INCIDENT LOCATION LISTED IN U.S. RECORDS FOR THIS
CASE DUE T0 FLOODING AND INCLEMENT WEATHER. HOWEVER, BOTH SITES ARE
LOCATED IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA IN SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE, AND THE
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE WITNESSES GENERALLY CORRELATES TO THE
FACTS IN THIS CASE (REF F).

C. ON 4 MARCH 1994, INVESTIGATION ELEMENT ONE RE-INVESTIGATED
CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU DISTRYICT, SON LA PROVINCE.
THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO PROVIDED LITTLE OR NO
INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS CASE. THE WITNESS STATED THE ALLEGED
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